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For I nuſt ſpeak what Wiſdom would conceal, 
And Truths, invidious to the Great, reveal ; 
Bold is the Taſk, when Subject grown too wiſe, 
R a $—n—te, where their Error hes. 
Homer by Porr. 
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Secret Hiſtory and M emoirs 


OF THE 


BARRACKS 
IRELAND. 


WAS lately in erer with mme Gentle 
men, where a certain Farmer was admitted. 
Diſcourſe turned a while upon the Poſture o 
Affairs in Europe, the Atrempts of every Nation 
after Power, the Neceſſity of a Balance, and the 
Abuſe of that Neceſſi It was then obſerved, that 
ſuch Power, when obtained, was generally lodged 
with the Few, to the Pre 1 50 of the Many z that 
Slavery conſiſted in the of Power, and 
that the Diffuſion of Power was . very Eſſence of 
civil Liberty. 

We then drew nearer Home, and exulted in the 
Privileges of a Britiſh Conſtitution ; and here, the 
Advantage of Parliaments and Juries was not forgot- 
ten, where the People compiled the Laws by which 
they conſented to "be governed, and no Man could 
ſuffer but by the Toduober of his Peers. 

The Farmer till now had been filent. I will al- 
low, ſaid he, that in the moſt flouriſhing Common- 
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wealths of Greece and (Rome, the Fomers of x Stoke 
were never ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, ſo equally poiſed, 
or ſoquitly aftribined. as in e 
is formed as it were by the Diſpoſition of Angels, 
but alas it is unluckily adminiſter d by Men! This 
was all our Anceſtors could do for us, they have 
plan'd the Play of Life moſt perfectly, but heir 
Children were to be the Actors, and they could not 
rovide againſt their bungling their Parts. 

There is unhappily a Luſt of Dominion in the very 

Nature of Man; we cringe to thoſe above us, mere- 


ly to be made more capable of inſulting thoſe beneath 


ns; and thus in ordet to become Tyrants, we be- 
come Slaves. | It is through this Appetite for Rule, 
that we ſubmit to a wretched Dependence, the leſſer 
Power ſtill worſhips the greater, and ſo upward, till 
the Powers of the whole People are again reſolved 


Eſtabliſnments. 


How highly hath our Conſtitution provided for 


there, every Member is alike free to ſpeak and vote 


agreeable to the ſacred Confidence repoſed upon him 


by the People; and this Confidence is, that he ſhould 
ſpeak and vote, only as public Intereſt ſhould influ- 
ence, and as eternal Truth ſhould dictate. Again 
how minutely hath our Conſtitution provided for the 
equal Diſtribution of Power in Grand furies 3 Theſe, 
through every County are. compoſed of Men, who by 
their Fortune are ſuppoſed independent of any ſiniſter 
Byaſs, and who are equally obliged to Juſtice, by 
their Qath, as by their Honour... 

And yet, whoever hath been converfant with the 
former Hiſtories of this Buſineſs, may pleaſe to re- 
flect, that Grand Juries have Len divided by 
Faction, where Oppoſition was the reigning Principle; 
or if unanimous, have ſubmitted to the leading of 


one or two Men, who by Conſequence governed thoſe 


who governed the County: Again the leading Men 
of each County have in their Turns ſubmitted to the 
N F leading 


"Lan I Few, in ſpite of al human Proviſions. or | 
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| 8 17 5 . 0 To 27 
leading of a Row others in Parliament, te by Cha- 
ſequence governed thoſe who governed the Nation. 
Ho few are there, even in theſe the beſt of Times, 
who depend merely on the Laws for Equity, or on 
their own Induſtry for Support; all endeavour to 

uſh. an Intereſt, why ? becauſe it is prevalent'; 
| os would not be courted, if it was not femmes ont 


to Succeſs, 
But of all Stations in which Power i is 3 it 


becomes moſt adorable in the Diſpoſal of publick 
Poſts and Employments; what Crouds then turn 
Idolaters, ambitious of being in Time the. Idols of 
others. 

On whom then are ſuch Places and Preferments 
conferred? Is it on thoſe who ſeek, or on thoſe who 
are ſought after? Virtue! is oſten too ſtubborn! to 
cringe, and Merit too modeſt to preſs forward and 
yet Capacity and Integrity ſeem by no Means incon- 
venient to the Diſcharge of public Truſts; and 1 
could almoſt be tempted to — with all our other 
National Privileges, provided a Method could be in- 
vented, of putting our Affairs, both Civil and Mili- 
tary into ſuch Hands a were W : 
Execution. | 

Apropo, fd a Gendleman, the 3 
wiſh is now actually 1 ion: Our Houſe of Com- 
mons have highly — to raiſe 1 to themſelves 'a 
Name ſuperior to all that hath been boaſted of Senates 
or Fanbedrims; they glorioufly look on themſelves a8 
the collective Body of à very great People, where 
every Member carries in his own Perſon the Impor- 
tance of thoſe Thouſands he repreſents; — — | 
look on themſelves as the Elect from among Men, in 
whom the Public becomes as it were a private Perſon, 
inveſting them with all its Rights and all irs Powers; 
and they, on their Part, have as generouſly diveſted 
themſelves of their private Character and Intereſts, 
and have _ man "ny in agen o 
ſhe bo enn 4: Jaub 3 | 
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Thus, like the tender Father of one larg ge Fanily, 
our Houſe of Commons have entered into — Inte- 
reſts of this Nation; they ſtudy all our A es, 
they feel all our Wants; liberal of their own, 
are yet thrifty for their Country; and faithful among 
themſelves, have determined to expel all Fraud from 
among the People. 

They are no Reſpecters of Perſons, the Great are 
not too high for their Reach, nor the Little too mi- 
nute for their Scrutiny ; they bring all Wrongs with- 
in the Compaſs of their Diſcovery, nor can any Injury 
lye beyond their Redreſs. | 

Our public Funds will no longer be drained into 
private Purſes, nor our National Intereſts turned intq 
perſonal Jobs; there will be no future Market for 
Offices and Employments; wa ga is to be the on- 
ly Candidate, and Merit the only Purchaſer. It will 
no more be a Queſtion what — of National 
Savings, all will be detected, all laid open, Impoſition 
will have no Patronage, Knavery will have no Sanc- 
tuary. 71K 
Our glorious Oeconomiſts will ſift every Account, 
will bring all Things to Judgment even. befare their 
own Tribunal ; the Money, which they thus reſcue 
from private Talons, will be reſerved by their Thrift, 
to be applied by their Wiſdom; to the Propagation 
of Religion, the Reformation of Morals, the poliſh- 
ing of Manners; to the Preferment of Genius, the 
Reward of Invention, the Refinement of Sciences, 
the Perfection of Arts; to the Employment of In- 
duſtry, the Improvement of Manufactures, the Ad- 
vancement of Agriculture, the Enlargement of Trade; 
To the Encouragement of Plantations, the Diſcovery 
of Mines, the Navigation of our Rivers, the reclaim- 
ing of gur Lands; in ſhort, to make us a virtuous, a 
wile, and a happy Peo 
Where ſuch Funds fail ras the Attainment & thoſe 
good and glorious Purpoſes they will be further 
ſupplied in a Manner the leaſt budrenſome; and 
mould all theſe Proviſions be inſufficient, the Parlia- 


ment 
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ment will add the Remainder from their own prom 
Fortunes; for they will heap Benefits on theſe their 
Children as it were a Treaſure to themſelves, and to 
aging to this People will be their only Luxury. 

pace denote I have, 8 
new Appearance in the Heavens, 1c; of ſuch 
R on Earth; what — 90s do you pro- 
duce as the Foundation of your Hopes? On What 
Preſumption do you expect that this your Dream ma 
come to paſs ? But ſeriouſly, you have drawn ſuch 
an a le Plan of our Utopia that is to be, that 
Fran the Tenth of what you divine were /at/an 

ime to take Effect, I would make one Feaſt of 
my Cattle, one Bonfire of all my Corn, and caſt my 
Rent into the Flames. ot vitkieg": e 

Here the Gentleman could not contain; are you a 
Stranger (he cry d) in the Land, and yet ignorant of 
theſe Things ? Theſe are no Chimeras, no Dreams as 

u would inſinuate, but real Facts, as well known as 
French Gold in Flanders, and yet no older than the 
laſt Seſſion. I admit that heretofore little of this 
Matter hath been effected, or perhaps intended; 
there is a Beginning to all Things; our late Governor 
had the Curioſity to try what the Spirit of Patriotiſm 
would attempt when authorized by his Power, and en- 
couraged by his Example; he accordingly gave free 
Scope to our Parliament, and they inſtantly ſeiaed the 
Advantage. They entered on the Accounts of the 
Nation; the State of the Barracks was the firſt that 
occurred, and was perhaps the moſt obnoxious and 
fraudful; they 1 the ſeveral References of 
Books, Papers, and Minutes to be laid before them; 
they ſummoned together all poſſible Intelligences, 
they dived to the very Bottom of this Sage of Ini- 
quity; where many Thouſands of Pounds have been 
yearly laviſhed, though hardly wrung from this diſ- 
treſſed Country; thence they broughp Impoſition to 
Light, and the Shame of Barrack-Maſters to the 
Face of the Sun; and accordingly their Juſtice hath 
publiſhed and expoſed the Crimes that their Penetra- 

| 23 A 4 tion 
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tion diſcovered. Nor did they ſtop here, they proved 
the true Phyſicians of their Country, and no ſooner 

rceived the "Diſeaſe than they applied an adequate 
Remedy- perhaps it was impoſſible to retrieve ta 
their Country the huge Sums already embezled ; for | 
it is ſaid, that from the Hands of he Devil thereis no 
Redemption ; but then they have with ſuch. Oeco- 
nomy, ſuch Prudence, ſuch Foreſight provided againſt. | 
any future Impoſitions, they have ſo ſecurely hedged | 
in, and tramel'd our Gentlemen -Barrack-Maſters, | 
that it will be impoſſible for them hereafter to paſs, 
the Bounds of their Duty; and in this they compaſſed | 
two moſt excellent Ends, they have reſcued ſeveral | 
Thoufands a: Year from theſe private Harpies, to be | 
diſpoſed to public Benefits; and have at the ſame, | 
Time. made a flagrant Example i in the Puniſhment of 
a Set of Men, perhaps the moſt profligate that ever 
infeſted a Nation, that could pretend to any Order "IRE 1 
or good Government. 5 l 

ir, ſaid the Farmer, ſomewhat dryly, you would 
oblige me much by being a little more particular, and 
] afſure you that you can give no Inſtance. of the | 
Wifdom of our Repreſentatives, in which I ſhall not | 
think myſelf intereſted, and at which I ſhall not truly | _ 
7 oice. . — N n 0 
a have, aid. the . the yery Report of t 
their Committee in my Pocket, here it is; this is my 
Manuel, my conſtant Jade mecum, which I read to i 
my own Comfort, and publiſh to the Honour of our 0 
Parliament. x f 

The Farmer replied, 1 have already ſeen that Pa- 
per, and peruſed it ſeveral Times. 

What then, exclaimed the Gentleman, can you | | 
further require, either for Inſtruction or Conviction, t 
in every Article J have aſſerted? Can it be ſhewn that ] 
any Body of Men ever entered on a Diſquiſition with t 
equal Zeal, or purſued it with equal Application? ] 
Obſerve then” for if you are not wilfully bl „I ſhall 0 
due open - wes to theſe Truths, 


Parliamentary | 


191 
Parliamentary State f the Barracks, + 
| Lr 21V 541 9T-- | . 
William, of ever glorious Memory, appointed 
Charter a Body Corporate as Truſtees for the Bar- 
racks, and thereby impowered them to take Leaſes, 
or purchaſe Houſes and Lands in Fee, to à Value not 
exceeding 400 l. Yearly ; and by another Charter 
appointed Overſeers of ſaid Barracks, to inſpect and 
regulate the ſame, and preſerve them in good Con- 
dition and Repair; and her late Majeſty Queen Aune, 
and his late Majeſty King George, did, by their re- 
ſpective Letters Patents appoint the ſame Overſeers, 
and under the ſame Directions; and thoſe Overſeers 
actually made ſeveral wholeſome Rules and Orders, 
ks, Ro their Sueceſſors ſhould therefore have ad- 
ered, *: prey SUL wont, IR 
Next obſerve, that by his late Majeſty's military 
Eſtabliſhment in the Year 1717, chere were 63 
Troops, and 210 Companies in this Kingdom, wy 
19336 J. 10 3. was yearly rn to defray the 
whole Charge; and was accordingly apportioned un- 
der the ſeveral requiſite Heads, and was then ſufficient 
to the full Expence; and that further, during the twWo 
Years, ended 25th of March 1723, there was the. 
ſame Number of Troops and Companies, and yet no 
exceeding on the Head of Barracks, which implies 
that the ſaid annual Sum of 13336 J. 10 4. was ſuffi. 
cient to that Time. brine TR 
From the Year 1723, we may then date our Era of 
Barrack Iniquity ; for though his preſent Majeſty, in 
the Year 1728, made a new Eſtabliſhment, yet ſuch 
Eſtabliſhment was made without any Variation, as to 
the Number of Troops and Companies, or the annual 
Expence of Barracks, which therefore ſhould hava 
continued the ſame. _ n 
But did the Expence continue the ſame? Was 
there no exceeding from the Year 17232 We — 


F nin note here, that | his Majeſty King 
y 


10 
ſoon ſee—look you here nine thouſand, fifteen thou- 


ſand, ſix thouſand, fourteen thouſand, and ſo on, till 
we come to the 31ſt of March 1745, where we find the 
Exceedings from the 3 iſt of March 1723, to amount 
to the Sum of 136,841 J. 115. 32d. which, divided 
by theſe twenty two Years, makes an Annual exceed - 
ing of 6220 J. 18. 5d. which with the annual Eſtabliſh- 
ment of 13336 J. 10s, makes the yearly Sum of 
193561. 114. 3d. a | | 0 

Well, you will anſwer, this great Sum perhaps was 
expended in order to make as great a future Saving to 
the Nation; many decayed Barracks might have been 
rebuilt, and many others repaired with Additions and 
Improvements in ſuch a way, as might for a long time 
e any further Expence on this Head; why tru- 
y all this and more might have been done for leſs 
Money; but whether it was or not, we ſhall ſee by a 
Return which the Inſpectors made, in and for the 
Year 1744, immediately preceding the Seſſion, 

Here it is, and here it appears by the Report of the 
ſaid Inſpectors, that almoſt all the Barracks of the 
Kingdom were then in a ruinqus Condition. 

- What then became of this huge Sum of 136841 J. 
is it not quite unaccountable ? Not at all, turn your 
Eye here, and you will ſee the quick Conveyance of 
all this Money amply accounted for, without a ſingle 
Inftance of Art- magic. 

Hcre you find that notwithſtanding the Diſpoſitions 
of the old Eſtabliſhment, notwithſtanding the Ap- 
pointments of the ſeveral Sums for Repairs and Sup- 
plies, notwithſtanding the Contracts entered into b 


Rarrack-Maſters and the Securities by them given to 


repair ſaid Barracks, and ſo forth; the Overſeers have 
fer many Years paſt, in Eaſe of, and to favour faid 
Barrack-Maſters, generally repaired the Barracks and 
made good the Deficiencies of Bedding and Utenſils at 
the public Expnece, over and above and wholly exclu- 
ſive of all the Money yearly granted for thoſe ſpecial 

Purpoſes. | 7 Fa 
Now it, cannot be ſuppoſed that the Parliament 
would have reſolved this Fact to be as it is ſet —_ 
unleſs 


j 


11 
leſs it had been proved by Evidences altogether in- 
— and in led after this Diſcovery, I am much 
ſurprized that the Parliament ſhould be . rh at all, 
at the large Purchaſes given for the Places of our 
Barrack-Maſters ; for here again it appears by the 
Parliamentary Report, that the Allowances appoint- 
ed to ſeveral of theſe Barrack-Maſters amounted, with 
their Salaries, from two Hundred to four Hundred 
Pounds yearly, which, as the whole was thus made 
a Salary, and the Place partly a Sinecure, by the In- 
dulgence of the Overſeers, might juſtly enough be 
eſtimated from one to two Thouſand Pounds, which 
is no more than five Years Purchaſe, 
Bur neither is this the 'whole Burden of Miſchiefs 
with which this Proceeding was rene ; it further 
e Encouragement to ſuch Barrack-Maſters as had 
an Intereſt with the Overſeers to ſuffer their Bar- 
racks, Bedding, Sc. to run to Decay, and yet further 
to embezzle and miſapply thoſe extraordinary Grants, 
that they might repeat and. perpetuate the Occafions 
of ſuch Demands ; thus the Barrack-Maſter*s Guilt 
became his Intereſt, and the greater his Omiſſions the 
er grew his Claims; which Method ſowed the 
of ſich future Impoſitions, as muſt far have ex- 
ceeded all the Exceſſes already recited, if our Par- 
liament had not happily interpoſed. 7 | 
However the Generoſity of Overſeers was not 
wholly confined to theſe little Men called Barrack- 
Maſters, the Great alfo ſhared their Favour ; many 
Addreſſes and Propoſals were preferred to the Board, 
repreſenting the great Advantage of Situation for 
Barracks, where it was the great Intereſt of the Pro- 
poſers to have them Built. A 
Accordingly the Overſeers had not the Rudeneſs 
to refuſe People of Figure, and from the Era of 
1723, in which the national Purſe-Strings were firſt 
ſtretched, we find that the additional Rent of new 
Buildings erected, or of old Buildings turned into 
new Barracks, amounts to upwards of 800 J. yearly, 
in direct and wilful Contradiction to the ſaid * 
0 


the Money appointed 


L121 
of his Majeſty King William, and in Contradiction to 
2 Reſolution of 5 — honourable the Houſe of Com- 
mons made in the Year 17217. 
I ſhall not object any Thing to the Indulgence 
granted to Genes ran] Barrack-Maſters, becauſe, 


as Matters were manage 


the Requiſites for which the Barrack-Maſters  eon- 
trated ; but I own myſelf provoked at thoſe Bar- 
rack-Maſters who aſſume the foreign Airs of our Ab- 
ſentees of "Quality, and thus add their grain of 
Weight to the greateſt Load, under which any Na- 
tion ever laboured. © 

It were endleſs to recite Inſtances of the Oeccho- 


my of Overſeers, in employing thoſe very Men to 


return Eſtimates of Repairs, c. who were to receive 
12 the Work: As alſo the In- 

ſtances of Sums, ſufficient to build excellent Barracks 

from the Foundation, which yet were granted for the 

mere Repair of Barracks, that to this Day 

be repaired, © 


In ſhort there appears ſo perfect a Correſpondence | 


between the Overſeers and theſe their favourite Ser- 
vants, that nothing could prevent the Afffuence of 


giving on one Side, except the Baſhfulneſs of aſking 


on the other. 


But further, this their Character for Generoſity is 


greatly heightened, when we reflect, that how pro- 
fuſe ſoever they might be in granting, they ſcorn'd 
ever to reclaim any Part of what they beſtowed, or 
even to accept thereof when offered; they were like 
many other Oeconomiſts in this Kingdom, who lay 
down excellent Rules for good Living and good 
Management, and are indeed deficient | in nothing, but 
the Practice. | 

After all, there is one Reſolution of Parliament, 
and only one from which I diſſent, and that, is where 
the A AK his of the Overſeers to the Government, 
to ady his Majeſty to encreaſe the Eſtabliſhment 


for 


all thoſe Contracts were 
juſt fo much waſte Paper, as the Overſeers perform'd 


remain ta 


[23] 
*. Barracks to the great Sum of 18,6521. 12 5. 10d. 
reſolved to be a preſumptuous Attempt. ' - 
Now, after the great and conſtant Exceedings, 
which, together with the old Eftabliſhment. amounted 
to the yearly Sum of 19,556 l. and yet left the Bar- 
racks of the Kingdom in a ruinous Condition; I con- 
ceive that an Application for an Eſtabliſhment only 
of 18,652 J. was exttemely modeſt and baſhful; but 
indeed you may anſwer, that this was intended 
only as a wider Foundation whereon to build future 
Exceedings, more lofty than any yet erected, 
I ſhall decline finding further . Faults; as it is a 
Taſk ungrateful to my Nature; eſpecially where 
thoſe Faults are already ſo worthily reproved, ſo 
juſtly reformed, and ſo prudently provided: againſt by 
our Parliament; a Parliament whoſe Application can 
be rivaled by nothing but their Wiſdom, whoſe Pes 
netration contends with their Integrity for Praiſe, in- 
defatigable in their Inquiries, impartial in their Cen- 
ſures, provident in their Reſolutions, and equitable 
in all their Ordinances, they have at once erected a. 
Monument to their o.]n Honour, and left a Leſſon 
eee oC 54445 
Here this Gentleman concluded, and the Farmer 
after ſome Pauſe replied. e 


| N 19410 FO * 
The FaRMER's Anſwer e ibe Parliamentaty State 
of the BaR RACKS} .,orfoir 06S; 


Sm, I acknowledge that you are perfectly verſed 
in the Tenor of that Paper before you, and have 
made the very beſt of your Argument, that is to ſay, 
you have ſet all Barrack-Tranſactions in the very 
worſt Light that they can poſſibly bear; but then, 
Sir, you have gone beyond your Text, and haye . 
pointed the plain A* of Parliament, with all 

the Acrimony in your Power. A e 
Every Perſon living hath one Side where the Light 
ſtrikes, and another from whence. his Shade is pro- 
jected, you, Sir, have drawn your Pourtrait from the 
gloomy 


intended. A ſet of Re 


[24] 
gloomy Quartet, have blackened beyond the Life, 
Feu ſeem wholly acquainted wich the reverſe of the 


This alſo ſeems to have been pretty moch the 


Caſe with the Parliament; for however this 


was firſt ſet a foot, the Faults of ru i hers wh 
rack-Maſters were the only Qu pk ny 3 no De- 
fence appears to be made, no Apology 

ings either required, or wiſhed rj wherefore we 
muſt preſume one of two Things, either that the 
Conduct of Overſeers was in no reſpect defenſible, 
or that Matters. were carried ek "9 with ſuch 
a Warmth (L think you call it Zeal) that they, whoſe 
lateteſt and Honour it was to a our on this Occa- 
fion, did not dare to attempt a Vindication. _ 
Fuat many of our Repreſentatives are Men of ex- 
cellent Underſtanding and equal Integrity, nothing 
but great Ignorance or greater Malice can deny 
wherefore when we ſee ſuch Perſons coinciding with 


wrong. Meaſures, we muſt neceſſarily conch that 


were deceived. | 

Gentleman. Take care what you ſay. 

Farmer. Sir, I ſay that our - fer was de- 
ceived, and by ſolely attending to one Side of the 
Queſtion, have been induced to a ſet of Reſolutions, 
whoſe Conſequence the pl neither foreſaw, nor I believe 

lutions, ſome of which I ſhall 
prove impracticable, others illegal, others cruel, and 
the whole ineffectual to any one End propoſed. 

Gentleman, I confeſs that you amaze me beyond 


Meaſure. 


Farmer, Sir, it is no way amazing, neither any 
way criminal, to aſſert that the beſt of Men have 
been deceived ; there is a Maxim in our Law that the 

can do no Wrong, and you have my leave to 
extend the ſame Maxim to Parliaments ; but (bleſſed 
be our Conſtitution for it) the Pretence to Infallibi- 
lity lies quite within another Pale, and ſuch falſe 
2 are — both to our — and _ 
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n this Occafion you did not think it ſuffcient 
a, 
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1 ſhall chen proceed with all derent Freedom to 
inveſtigate this , and ſolemnly declare that 
I am not conſcious of any other guide than Truth in 
my Progr | 


* 1255 ri — remember, l begun your Skate of 

with a Recital of the Charters of bis Ma- 

jt Kin King William, and the Letters Patents of their 

ajeſtics Anne, and King George the Firſt, 

appointing, approving, and con ſpecial Oyer- 

ſeers for the Inſpection, Regulation, and Direction 
of 8 concerned the ſaid Barracks. 


to applaud the Conduct of thoſe firſt Over- 
ſeers, but attempted to heighten their Character by 
degrading that of their Succefſors, and you men- 
tion'd as wholeſome Rules, Orders and Eftabliſh- 
ments 'of Thoſe, as the only worthy Chart by which 
Theſe ſhould have ſteered. 

Wherefore, that T may not miſtake you dif this 
Head, I entreat you to _ whether you allow that 
the Overſeers, who diſpoſed and conducted the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Barracks from their firſt Inſtitution, 


to the Year 1723, diſcharged their Truſt with Pru- 


dence, Oeconomy, and Integrity * Do you allow it, 
or do you not? 
Gentleman. I acknowledge that I urged fornething 
to that Purpoſe, and I cannot now ſo far'retra@'as 
not to admit what I before aſſerted; and indeed our 
Houſe of Commons appear to be wholly of this Opi- 
nion, and the great Contraſt between the Conduct of 
the Overſeers before and ſince that Date, is, as T 
conceive, the very Thing that provoked and drew 
down a Parliamentary Cenfure on the "Latter. 
Farmer. Your Anſwer is fair, and I could be con- 
tented inſtantly to join Iſſue with you on this vt 
Subject of relative Merit, between the Overſeers 
highly approved, and the Overſeers ſo highly cen- 
ſured ; but T ſhall firſt endeavour to clear our way to 
this Compariſon, by anſwering your ſeveral Objecti - 
ons in Order juſt as you raiſed them. he 
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Firſt then, I come to the Obſervation you made, 
that by his late Majeſty's military Eftabliſhment in 
the Year 1717, there were 63 Troops and 210 Com- 
panies in this Kingdom, and 13,336 J. 105. yearly 
appointed to defray the whole Charge, which was 
accordingly apportioned under the ſeveral requiſite 
Heads, and was then ſufficient to the full Expence. - 
And here, Sir, I hope you will Pardon me if I 
tell you that you have not yet ſufficiently con*d over 
your Manuel as you call it; pray, did you never re- 
mark a Contradiction, or, if you pleaſe, a Miſtake in 
the very Face of that Apportionment? - | _ 

_ Gentleman. No truly, nor did I think our Parlia- 
ment capable of any Miſtake. | | A 
Farmer. Why, there it is now; you carry Matters 
higher than the Ambaſſador of Pyrrbus, who took 
the Senate for an Aſſembly of Gods. Be pleafed 
then to turn over to the Article of 6000 l. allotted 
for Fire and Candles, and ſee for how many Troops 
and Companies it is eſtimated. 

Gentleman. In truth I find here but 37 Troops and 
210 Companies. F I 
Farmer. What, no more? 6000 J. appointed by 
the neareſt Computation, as it is ſaid, to E Fire 
and Candles to 210 Companies and 37 Troops; and 
yet ſufficient, by a nearer Computation, (as we muſt 
ſuppoſe) for 210 Companies and 63 Troops! If ſo, 
this 1s truly as admirable as it is ingenious ; but how ? 
—Your Reaſon, Sir, your Reaſon. 

On this Side you ſee that a certain Number of Men 
are to be maintained at ſuch a certain Expence, you 
next ſee that the ſame- Expence is apportioned to a 
ſmaller Number of Men, and yet, laſtly, you ſee it re- 
ſolved that the Expence apportioned (by the neareſt 
Computation) to the ſmaller Number, is amply and 
fully ſufficient to the greater. Suppoſe, Sir, you or- 
der your Maid Marian to Market to buy five fat 
Hens, and by the neareſt Computation you calculate 
what the Puachaſe of three fat Hens will amount to, 
and you accordingly give her the Money; will you 

a |  neXt- 
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next reſolve that your Maid may buy five fat Hens 
for the Price of three, and that too by way of Prece- 
dent for the Purchaſe of all future Hens? This, Sir, 
is what you could not do, and is of all the Privileges 
of Parliament perhaps the higheſt. I ſhall therefore 
take the Matter for granted, for though the Parlia- 
ment as you ſee can contradict themſelves and no 
harm done, yet that is a Liberty, which for certain 
Reaſons I don't chuſe to take... 15 
Alfter all, if any one ſhould be ſo obſtinate as to 
imagine, that in the Year 1717, 1722 and 1723, the 
Money appointed by the neareſt Computation to 37 
Troops, was not really ſufficient to 163: Troops, 
then aſk what became of the 26 remaining Troops? 
Did they-alone play at Blindman's-buff, through three 
dark Winters, and boil their Victuals by lowing 
their Fingers? — But I ſee you grow uneaſy, ſo. 
ſhall urge this Point no further. gy apts ©. 
I return then to your Obſervation, that this Eſta- 
bliſhment of 13, 336 /. 10 5, was appointed and ap- 
porti in the Lear 1717, and if you mean, as it 
ſhould ſeem, that this Eſtabliſnment of 13,3367; 195, 
was then firſt appointed and apportioned, I know 
not where your Miſtakes will end; for the Eſtabliſn- 
ment of this Sum was made, 7 and appor- 
tioned in the Tear 1703-4, not for 63 Troops and 
210 Companies, but for. 34 Troops and 155 Com- 
panies, ſpecially mentioned, and provided under the 
ſeveral Eſtimates, as you ſee by this Paper in my 
Hand ; which Eſtabliſhment was made by thoſe very 
Overſeers, whoſe. Conduct you ſo highly approve, 
and as you. may obſerve. by thoſe of _ higheſt Autho- 
rity among them; but I refer the Interences to be 
drawn from hence, that I may haſten to your next 
Allegation. a 0 of 
I mean, where you aſſerted, that the ſaid Eſta- 
bliſhment of 13336 J. 10 5. was ſufficient to the full 
Expence of 63 Troops and 210 Companies for and 
during the Years 1717, 1722 and 1723; and thence 
"EO NS: - > B concluded 
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eoncluded, that the ſaid Sum was annually ſufficient 
from the Beginning until that Time. 1 

But this, Sir, is a moſt erroneous Concluſion, and 
wholly contrary to Fact; as you may ſee in this 
other Extract from the Barrack-Records, where you 
will find many yearly Exceedings, previous to the 
Year 1723; and indeed one ſaving Year is ſo far 
from being a Precedent to its Neighbours, that they 
make uſe of it as an Apology for their own Extra- 
vagance. ' Of this we have a parallel Inſtance in the 
two Years laſt elapſed, wherein there is ſo far from 
being any Exceeding, that there is a Saving of ſome 
Thouſands of Pounds, but if the next Year does not 
exceed by double thoſe Thouſands, you may take 
my Word that there will neither be Barrack-Maſters, 
nor Barracks ſtanding in this Kingdom. 

Why then were thoſe three Years ſo ſpecially men- 
tioned in the Report? In truth I cannot gueſs, un- 
leſs they were culled like three white Stones from a 
Number of black ones, to be caſt in the Teeth of 
modern Overſeers. But ſhall I venture, though with 
trembling; to tell you the Fact as it ſtands ; the 
Truth then is, that there were conſiderable Exceed- 
ings in each of thoſe Years, and particularly in -the 
Year 1717, an Exceeding of about five Thouſand 
Pounds, which Inconſiſtency with the Report, may 
however be accounted for by the Miſtake of the Per- 
ſons employed to draw out this Part of the Parlia- 
mentary Account ; or, as I rather imagine, that the 
Money ſpecially iſſuable for the Appointments of 
thoſe Years, was not wholly diſburſed from the 
Treaſury, till ſome Time after the Fxpiration, which 
is frequently, if not generally the Caſe, 

That the Eſtabliſhment ſpecially inſerted in the 
Report, was made in the ſaid Year 1717, I muſt 
believe, becauſe it is fo ſet forth; but this I can 
aſſure you, - that through all the Barrack Books and 
Records, there is no Mention of any F.itabliſhment 
made in ſaid Year, and that ſaid Eſtabliſhment was 

never 
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never made by the Overſeers of our Barracks, in any 
Year. | 

I am now come to your Era of 1723, from which 
you falſely date (as I have ſhewn) your Commence- 
ment of Exceedings. 

The way in which you have accounted for theſe 
Exceedings, is, by the Indulgence of Overſeers to 
Barrack-Maſters, in doubling the Conſiderations for 
Repairs and Supplies ; and if the Parliament are well 
informed on this Head, and that the Fact is really fo, 
we may ſeek no further for any Cauſe of theſe Ex- 
ceedings, ſince this ſingle Article of Indulgence to 
Barrack-Maſters, would of itſelf amount to a yearly 
Exceeding of 3392 J. 35. which in twenty two Years 
comes to 118,627 J. 6 5, which with the further In- 
dulgence, to each of the two Inſpectors, of fifty 
Pounds yearly additional Salary, and ten Shillings a 
Day, amounting in twenty two Years to 10,230 J. 
comes to 128,85 J. 6 5. which deducted from the 
grand Exceeding of 136,841 J. 11 5s. 3 d. à leaves a 
Remnant of 7984 J. 5s. 3 d. + which thrown into a 
Dividend of twenty two Years makes no more than 
an annual Exceeding of 362 J. 18 5s. gj d. for Poſtage 
of Letters, ſmall Perquiſites, and charitable Uſes. 

Admitting therefore that your Reaſon for theſe Ex- 
ceedings was juſt as it was merry, if I ſhall be able to 
give you another very ſerious and ſolid Reaſon, that 
ſhall account for theſe Exceedings as juſtly as your 
merry one, you will then have two Reaſons, each of 
which will be ſufficient to the whole Exceeding, 
which you muſt allow will be tantamount to a very 
great Saving to the Nation. 

And now, being arrived at this important Point, 
a Point which is indeed the Zenith to which all the 
other Articles are inferior; or, rather the very Center 
on which they are dependent, and to which they tend : 
In order at once to abridge and throw a Light upon 
the Argument, I will expect three reaſonable Con- 
cefſions; | 
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If I demonſtrate that thoſe approved Overſeers, 
who formed the firſt Eſtabliſhment in 1703-4, were' 
then able at the yearly Expence of 13,3367. 105. to 
defray the whole Barrack Charge with greater Indut- 
- gence to their Servants, and greater eaſe to themſelves, 
than the preſent Overſeers can effect at the yearly Ex- 
pence of 23,336 1. 105. even conformable to the Re- 
rt and Reſolutions of Parliament ; will you not 
then allow that in the firſt Place, I have made a ſuffi- 
cient Apology for paſt Exceedings ; that in the ſe- 
cond Place, I have proved the Neceſſity for a new 
Eſtabliſhment ; and that in the third Place, the bare 
Addreſs of our Overſeers for a yearly Eſtabliſhment 
of 18,552 J. 125. 10 d. did really and truly imply as 
much Modeſty and QEconomy as you ironically 
aſſerted. 3 R 
Gentleman. To anſwer with Candour, I do not 
perceive how I can reaſonably refuſe any one of theſe 
Demands ; and yet I dare not comply, for you have 
ſo far opened my Eyes, that I begin already to fear 
a Proof, which, like the Sword of the Macedonian, 
would at one Stroke cut in ſunder every Knot which 
the Parliament have been tying during a whole 
Seſſion. 7 
Farmer. Then, Sir, diſpute your Ground Inch by 
Inch, as you can; for I warn you, that all your Skill 
and all your Force will be wanting to your Defence, 


The FAMER's State of the BaR RACK s. 


N the ninth Year of the Reign of his Majeſty 
King William, ever memorable for his Benefits to 
theſe Kingdoms, it was here enacted, that the Sum 
of 25,0007. fhould be raiſed from the additional Du- 
ties on Exciſe, and applied to the Building of Bar- 
racks for Soldiers, in the moſt neceſſary Places in 
this Kingdom; and in the tenth Year of the ſame 
Reign, an additional Aid was for this Purpoſe grant- 
ed by Act of Parliament, and appointed to be levied 
upon all Tobacco that ſhould be imported into this 

Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, from the 24th of December 1698, to the 
25th of December 1702, which amounted to the fur- 
ther Sum of 33,033 J. 0s. 10 d. by his ſaid Majeſty's 
Letters dated 27th of March 1700, there was grant- 
ed a further Aid of 18,5991. 25. 9d. By his ſaid 
Majeſty's Letters dated 16th of Auguſt 1701, a fur- 
ther Aid of 22,568 l. 115. 8 d. 1. By Allowance on 
the Eſtabliſhment from the 1ſt of June 1700, to the 31 
of December following 57371. 195. 24, By one Year's 
Allowance on the Eſtabliſhment for 1701, 98367. 
10s. By one Year's Allowance on the Eſtabliſh- 


ment for 1702, 9, 836 J. 105. and by nine Months 


Allowance on the Eſtabliſhment to the 297 of Sep- 
tember 1703, 7,377 1. 75. 6 d. in the whole amount- 
ing to the Sum of 132, 589 J. 15. 11 4.5, all which 
iſſued for the Uſe of the Barracks previous to the 
14th of February 1703-4, in which the regular year- 
ly Eſtabliſhment of 13, 336 J. 105. was made. 

Before the ſaid regular and yearly Eſtabliſhment, 
the Affairs of our Barracks were altogether implicit 
and-perplexed ; though the Barracks were ſo lately 
built, the Bedding ſo lately furniſhed, and the Uten- 
ſils ſo lately ſupplied, the Demands of Barrack-Ma- 
ſters knew no End ; the Claims for Repairs, the 
Calls for Supplies were clamorous and perpetual ; 
Vouchers = Certificates were indeed produced in 
plenty, but the Prices of the Goods and the Value of 
the Work ſo vouched and certified, were {till incer- 
tain and diſputable; in ſhort all our Barrack-Elements 
were in their firſt State of Confuſion, that is to ſay, in 
the ſame original Chaos to which the Reſolutions of 
Parliament (as I ſhall prove) have again reduced them. 

| Wherefore, to give ſome Form to the Inſtitution, 
and ſome Bounds to the Expence, the Board of Over- 
feers took a review of all the Diſburſements and Eſti- 
mates from the firſt Foundation of Barracks, they in- 
quired into the ſeveral Rates of Goods and Values 
of Labour then current, they calculated the different 
Terms for which ſuch different Effects might endure, 
and ſtriking a Medium from the whole, at an Eſti- 
B 3 mate 
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mate which they judg'd the moſt moderate, they en- 
tered agreeable to ſuch — into a ſtated 
Bargain with the ſeveral Barrack-Maſters, whereby the 
Overſeers engaged to give, and the Barrack-Maſters 
to accept, the certain Sums, ſpecially and yearly ap- 
pointed to the ſeveral Requiſites; in Conſideration of 
which ſeveral Sums, each Barrack-Maſter obliged 
himſelf by his Bonds and Securities, during a certain 
Term as of Twenty one Years, to keep his ſaid Bar- 
racks in due Repair, and to furniſh all the Requiſites 


annexed to his Contract. ä 

Thus thoſe Overſeers, by a Method truly worthy 
of Wiſdom and Oeconomy, excluded certain Frauds 
and uncertain Diſburſements, by a certain Eftabliſh- 
ment; and by veſting the Property of the Barracks 
and their Appertinances in the Barrack-Maſters them- 
ſelves, they joined the ſtrong Motive of Intereſt to. 
the weaker Motive of Duty, and made both coincide 
to the Service of the Public. 

Whether their Computation of Rates and Eſti- 
mates, whereon they formed this Eſtabliſnment was 
moderate or not, is no way to my Purpoſe either to 
diſpute or examine; but I conceive it greatly to m 
Purpoſe, to take a View of their Buildings, whi 
are now fo much the Concern, and ſo unjuſtly the 
Reproach of their Succeflors. 

And here, Sir, I fear I muſt borrow your Era of 
Barrack Iniquity, and bring it back to the firſt Stone 
that was laid for the Reception of Soldiers. 

For of all the Buildings whereon thoſe mighty Sums 
were expended, there is ſcarce a fingle Barrack whoſe 
Duration we can promiſe for any conſiderable Time. 
Walls cemented with Clay Mortar, Clay Plaiſtrings 
and Rendrings, Wattle Partitions, and light Scant- 
ling of Sapling Timber, could not ſeriouſly be in- 
tended for the Uſe of the next Century. On this 
Occaſion Jobs ſucceeded Jobs to the third and fourth 
Generation; nay there are People now living to atteſt, 
that the ſixth or ſeventh Undertaker hath exccuted the 
Work with which the firſt was entruſted ; and * 

the 
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the public Money paſſed. fluent as Water through ſa 
many Sieves, though we may with Reaſon preſume, 
that each Veſſel, was fuficiently wet by the way. 

Hence it happens, tft the chief Faults imputed to 
our preſent Overſeers, amount to this, that they have 
the Misfortune to live at a Time, when the whited 
Walls of our firſt Barrack Builders have laid aſide 
their original Complexion, and when the Sins com- 
mitted forty Vears paſt now happen to fly in the 
Face of the Innocent. 3 $3 

To make this at once evident, I will give you a 
ſhort and ſimple State of the Fact. 

Before the Eſtabliſhment of the Year 1703-4 4 
Quantity of Barracks was either actually built or formed 
from other Buildings ſufficient to contain 33 Troops 
of Horſe, and 156 Companies of Foot. Of theſe 
Barracks ſome have been caſt, amounting to the Con- 
tent of two Troops, and nine Companies z ſo that 
of all the Barracks built before ſaid Eſtabliſnment, 
there are now only ſtanding a Sufficieney for 31 
Troops and 147 Companies. e 
But don't miſapprehend me; when I talk of thoſe 
Barracks ſtanding I would not be underſtood that they 
really do ſtand, for ſeveral of them in fact are down; 
all I mean is, that they ſtand on the Eſtabliſnment, 
which-is as much as to ſay, that they have a Right to 
ſtand, if they were able. 

Now, in the preſent State of frail Mortality, how 
near the beſt of ſaid Barracks may be to their Diſſolu- 
tion, though very melancholy to imagine, is what the 
wiſeſt among us cannot determine; no one indeed can 
be aſcertained how long they will ſtand, but every 
one may be aſcertained how long they will not ſtand, 
that is to ſay, that at the Expiration of twenty five 
Years no one of thoſe Barracks will alas exiſt, except 
in Fame, or ſome Ballad, ſung to the Tune of 
Waſte lye thoſe Walls that were ſo good, SEC. 

Wherefore, if the Eftabliſhment of Barracks in this 
Kingdom muſt ſubſiſt (and that it mult the Govern- 


ment and the Intereſt of the Nation ſay yea, let who 
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will ſay no) then there will be a Neceſſity of building 
an Equivalent to the Content of thoſe Barracks; either 
at once, or from time to time, within the Term of 
the ſaid Twenty five Lear s. * Y 
What thoſe old Barracks originally coſt, is not to 
our Purpoſe to inquire, as I truſt we ſhall no way 
take them for a Precedent, either in point of Expence 
or Execution; but of this I am well aſſured, that, 
provided our Overſeers could procure Servants who 
would be near as faithful to a public Truſt as People 
are to their own Intereſt, they might at the Expence 
of Four hundred and Twenty one Pounds Eleven Shil- 
lings and Five pence halfpenny build a Barrack, with 
its Appertinances of Out-houſes, Sc. ſufficient to a 
Coinpany of Foot, and alfo ſufficient, with due Care, 
to the Term of a thouſand Years ; as they might alſo 
build a Barrack ſufficient to a Troop of Horſe, and to 
the like Term, at the Expence of Five hundred Eighty 
one Pounds Eleven Shillings and Five pence halfpenny. 

Suppoſing then that the Eſtabliſnment of Barracks 
muſt ſubſiſt, and that ſuch excellent Barracks may be 
built, more or leſs, one with the other, at the ſaid 
Computation: We ſhall then find that the 31 Horſe 
Barracks, and 147 Foot Barracks neceſſary to be built 
within the ſaid Term of Twenty five Years, will 


amount to the Sum of 79999 J. 195. 7d, which with 
5 d. thrown in to make ſure of Matters, comes to 


80000 J. which divided by twenty five Years comes 
to an annual Expence of 3200 l. to which the Over- 
ſeers on the firſt Eſtabliſhment have ſubjected their 
Succeſſors, clear over and above all Expences to which 
they themſelves were ſubject, at the Time of forming 
ſaid Eſtabliſhment. 

But further, as theſe old Barracks were in their Vi- 
gour and Prime at the Time of ſaid Eftabliſhment, 
being upwards of forty Years younger tlian at preſent, 
which is much, as Doctors tell you to a crazy Con- 
ſtitution, it is evident that thoſe firſt Overſeers could 


keep them ſtanding, at much greater Eaſe and leſs 


Expence than our preſent Overſeers can keep them 
from falling. The 


11110000 

Ine native Seeds of the Diſtempers which thoſe 
Barracks inherited from the Vices of the Parents who 
begot them, did not immediately ſhoot forth; and 
you are ſenſible, that as the Caſe is the ſame with 
many human Conflitutions, ; there is often more 
expended in Drugs on ſuch Occaſions, than the 
Drugs and Conſtitutions put together are worth. 
] believe therefore, that on ſuch a juſt and weighty. 
Conſideration you would not think the Difference 

ſix Pounds yearly per Barrack to be an exorbitant 
Eſtimate z however, as I would rather bear hard on 
our Overſeers, than be found tripping in the Calcula- 
tion of a ſingle Penny, I ſhall make a Preſent of Fifty 
ſhillings of that Sum, and only demand an Allowance- 
of the Difference of Three pounds Ten ſhillings year- 
ly per Barrack ; and I will again deduct the Ten 
ſhillings yearly, on Account of the DeduCtion from 
old Barracks, by the yearly Proviſion of 3200 f. for 
the building of new ones; ſo that for ſeveral Years 
this Difference at the loweſt Medium will lay a Charge 
on our Overſeers of 534 J. yearly, over and above the 
ſaid Sum of 3200 J. yearly, both which Sums ſtand 
clear over and above all Expences, to which the firſt 
Overſeers were ſubject, when, they formed the firſt 
Eſtabliſhment. —— By your Leave, Sir, a Moment 
I gueſs your Objection 

| Gentleman. With your Favour, my Objections are 
two; the firſt is, that, as I take it, the Barrack- 
Maſters are obliged to rebuild whatever they ſuffer to 
go to Ruins; and my ſecond is, that it does not yet 
appear evident to me, but that thoſe old Barracks, by 
conſtant and timely Repairs, may be ſupported even 


beyond the Term you have limited. 

Farmer, To your, firſt Objection, I anſwer, that 
Barrack-Maſters cannot be compelled to rebuild, for 
two Reaſons, each of which is ſufficient ;- the firſt is, 
that they are not obliged by Law, as I ſhall ſhew in 
the proper Place; and the next Reaſon, altogether as 
valid, is, that they are not able to rebuild, But fur- 

| ther, 
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ther, if you pleaſe to recollect, we have nothing to do 

with Barrack - Maſters in the preſent Queſtion, which 
is, whether the Overſeers of 17434 could ſupport the 
E ſtabliſhment of Soldiers and Barracks then ſubſiſting, 
with” greater Eaſe to themſelves and Indulgence to 
their Servants, than the preſent Overſeers can ſupport 
the Eſtabliſhment of Soldiers and Barracks now ſubſiſt- 
ing, the one at the yearly Expence of 13336 J. 105. 

or the other at the yearly Expence of 23336 J. 105. 

To your Objection then, that thoſe old Barracks 
by conſtant and timely Repairs may be ſupported 
even beyond the Term limited, I anſwer, that this 
may be poſſible, and barely poſſible; but I deny that 
it is either probable, or expedient. 

- You may remember, that in your Parliamentary 
State of Barrack-Affairs, you reproached our preſent 
Overſeers with granting Sums for the mere Repairs 
of Barracks, that ro this Day remain to be repaired 
which Sums, however, you obſerved were ſufficient to 
build excellent new Barracks from the Foundation. 
© Now, Sir, I admit the Fact to be in a great Mea- 
ſure true, though the Reproach was unjuſt ; for all 
this was merely tantamount to ſaying, that a ſickly 
and infirm Conſtitution, after all poſſible Remedies, 
Medecines, and Applicatiohs, may ſhortly become as 
ſickly and infirm as ever. : 

Are there not many Gentlemen in this Kingdom 
who might have built elegant and excellent Houſes, 
for the very Sums they expended in ineffectually re- 
pairing the ſhattered Pieces of Antiquity that deſcend- 
ed from their Anceſtors ? 

If you fine Gentlemen ever amuſe yourſelves with 
reading the Scriptures, you may recollect the Conſe- 
quence of putting Patches of new Cloath upon old 
Garments; but I will anſwer your Objection in every 
Point, by one very ſublime Image, taken from an old 
Pair of Stockings. 

We may with good Reafon preſume, that theſe 
Stockings were once upon a Time in a State of Youth 
and Strength, and that their Decay was imperceptible 


ill the firſt Stitch fell. Here then we come in with a 
| very 
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very notable Proverb, and a Piece of Advice truly 
important to all future Barrack-Maſters, which is, 
That a Stitch in Time ſaves Nine. However, I will 
ſuppoſe, in your Favour, that theſe Stockings are in 
the Hands of an Oeconomiſt, who narrowly watches, 
and inſtantly repairs this firſt Failure, yet all this 
Prudence will not reſtore them to their firſt Stare of 
Sanity, nor prevent the like Flaws in other Places; 
Wear and Tear come by Time and Accident; 
Stock 12 as mortal as the Legs that bear them; 
they become daily more obnoxious to 
— Age and Infirmity; and larger Rents will 
hom larger Darns; till at length the Value of the 
Time, Labour, Silk, Worſted, or Yarn, neceſſury 
to keep them entire, will be found on a due Calcula- 
tion equivalent to the Expence of a neu Pair, and 
this is the very Criſis beyond which it will be an Ar- 
gument rather of Extravagance than Oeconomy to 
preſerve them. I may further aſſert, that ſoon after 
this Period, no Degree of Expence or Application 
whatever will hold thoſe Stockings together; unleſs 
they happen in Hands altogether as ingenious and in- 
duſtrious as thoſe of a famed Virtuoſo in this Way, 
who was ſo curious and indefatigable in the darning of 
his Stockings, that no ſingle Thread remained, of the 
original Compoſition, and he ſold them for a new 
Pair on the Exchange. But whether this Method is 
imitable with reſpe& to Barracks, or intended to be- 
enforced by the Reſolutions of Parliament, I ſhall 
leave to ſuch Virtuoſi as the Stocking-Merchant him- 
ſelf to determine. ö 
come now to another Article of Expence una- 
voidably incumbent on our preſent Overſeers, which 
was no way incumbent on l Overſeers of the firſt 
Eftabliſhment;. but I ſhall not dwell long on a Truth 
already known to every Man of every kind of Deal 
ing through every part of Europe; and that is the 
different Price at which all kinds of Commodities 
together with the Labour of Man are now rated. 
in compariſon of the Price at which they were rated 
abgut forty Years paſt. Now 
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Now this Difference does not ariſe, inaſmuch as 
Commodities are grown dearer, but inaſmuch as Mo- 
ney. is grown cheaper. 1 5 
, The Merchant, will allow with the Philoſopher, that 
there is no Value in Money, further than as it is a 
Standard or Admeaſurement convenient for valuing 
and transferring ſuch Things as are uſeful to Man. 
Wherefore if the Standard of the Money is doubled 
W Europe within theſe forty, Years, though the 
ſeveral Commodities ſhould continue exactly in equal 
Plenty, and e to the Inhabitants, Vet the 
Prices will be doubled in Proportion to this Standard, 
and yet the Value of thoſe Commodities continue ex- 
actly the ſame: or in other Words, People will by 
common conſent give double Prices for thoſe Com- 
modities, not becauſe they value them higher than 
formerly, but becauſe they have double the Money to 
ve m Hch enge. * | 
=y muſt further obſerve, that in ſome Kingdom ſuch 
as Ireland, though Money ſhould rather decreaſe 
than encreaſe, through ſome collateral Circumſtances, 
or. Diſadvantages, peculiar to the Place, yet if that 
Kingdom hath the Power to e any of its Com- 
modities, thoſe Commodities will not be rated in pro- 
Porugngo the minuteneſs of the domeſtick Standard, 
t in proportion to the largeneſs of the foreign One, 
— all Men will chuſe to value and transfer their 
Commodities, by the largeſt Standard they can. 
Having thus explained the Reaſons on which the 
Matters of Fact are founded, I have nothing further 
to do than lay down the Fact itſelf, _ 
The Linnen Sheeting, which forty Years paſt might 
be purchaſed at about 7d. per Yard, is now rated at 
1 * or 12d. Woollen Caddows and Blanketting bear 
retty near the ſame Proportion. Oak Timber is in 
ike manner riſen from ſomewhat upward of fifty Shil- 
lings to about four pounds per Tun ; in ſhort there is 
no Man come to the Age of Reflection, who may 
not recollect, that within the ſaid Term of forty Years, 
there 


29 
there is a very conſiderable Riſe as well in the Rate of 
all kinds of Labour, as of all kinds of Commodities. 
I have known the Difference, arifing on this ſingle 
Article of Rates within ſaid Term, computed at near 
fifty per Cent. or one Penny in two Pence; but I 
think one Penny in three Pence, or even in four Pence, 
will come cloſer to the Medium of a juſt Calculation. 

Moreover, as I would oblige our prefent Overſeers 
to be much better Managers than their Predeceffors 
were, I will allow them no more on this Head than 
one Penny in five Pence, or in other Words, I will al- 
low them no more than five Pence, to purchaſe the 
fame Labour and Commodities that their Predeceſſors 
could have purchaſed” at four Pence. I will even 
ſtrike off 13367. 10s, from the firſt Eftabliſhment of 
133361. 10s, and allow our preſent Overſeers no more 
than 15000). to provide the ſame Eſtabliſtiment "that 
I think their Predeeeſſors might with Economy have 
ovided at 1200Uf7.ß .. gays tt 
Thus, this ſingle Article of the Difference of Rites 
will amount to the Difference of three thouſand 
Pounds yearly, which with the former Difference of 
£241. and with the further former Difference of 
3200). yearly, will amount on our prefent Overſeers 
to a yearly Charge of 67341. egy excluſive of all, 
Expences to which the firſt Overſeers were ſubject, 
when they formed their ſaid Eſtabliſhment. oo 

I come next to ſome other Articles of Expence, for 
which there was no kind of Proviſion made by the 
Appointments of the firſt Eſtabliſhment, and T have 
much better Vouchers to produce for ſeveral of theſe 
Articles, than any whereon the Parliament founded 
their Report. don't be alarmed, Sir, IJ have ſpoke no 
Treaſon, they are no leſs than the Parliament them- 
ſelves who vouch for me on this Head. Look to your 
favourite Report, and you will find that the Ground 
and Houſe Rents now payable for Barracks, over 
and above what was payable long after the firſt Eſta- 
bliſhment, amounts to the yearly Sum of 8087. 175. 6d. 
A little further-you will find 3 10, 47. 84. de, — 
Jie ad 
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lowed for keeping the Infirmary at Zimerick in Repair, 
and ſtill 24 4.4 hk will find an additional Salary of 
100d. yearly granted to the Inſpectors; which ſeve- 
ral Sums make the Sum total of 940. 25. 2d. 

Now though the Parliament have not ordered any 
Proviſion wherewith to defray this Expence, yet ſince 
they have reſolved that it is an Expence for which no 
Proviſion was made by any former Eſtabliſhment, it 
does not become us to reſolve any thing to the contra- 
Ty, and ſo we muſt een let it ſtand, 

Further again, you will find in the Parliamentary 
Appointment of the Eſtabliſhment, ſaid to be form- 
ed in the Year 1717, that there is the Sum of 100l. 
allowed to the Barrack-Maſter. of Dublin and his Aſ- 
ſiſtant, 100. to the Coal Meaſurer of Dublin Barracks, 
40 I. to the Surveyor General's extraordinary Clerk, 
He. and 100 7. to the Council of the Barracks, no one 
of which Articles was provided for by the ſaid Eſtab- 
liſhment of 1703-4, and which put together make 
the Sum of 280 1. 

If I don't tire your Patience, I muſt apprize you 
that there are ſeveral other Contingencies, ſuch as 
Poſtage of Letters, Repairs of the Clock and new 
Stables of Dublin Barracks; Waterford, Cork, Kin- 
ſale, Limerick, Dungannon Fort, and Dublin Barrack 
Lamps; Printing Work, Fc. all which I will lump in 
for the ſmall Allowance of 250. yearly, which I aſ- 
ſure you is a cheap Penny-worth by upwards of 2000. 
but a generous Temper will never ſtand out for Trifles. 

Thus theſe Contingencies of 2501. with the preced- 
ing 2 50l. together with the ſaid 9401. 2s. 2d. when 
added to the above 6734. make the Sum total of 
8174/1. 25. 2d. wholly excluſive of any Proviſion or 
Appointment of the firft Eſtabliſhment. 

I am now come to what I hope to make the laſt 
Article of my Charge, if you will but fairly compro- 
miſe the Matter. The Particulars which I thus expect 
to ſtrike off with you at an equitable Computation are 
the additional Number of Barracks to be repaired, and 
the additional Number of Men to be provided with 
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Bedding, Utenſils, Fire, Candles, Straw, Cc. over 
and above any Proviſion made for ſuch Repairs or 
Supplies at the time of the firſt Eſtabliſnment. 

But to make you a Judge of the Juſtice and Mo- 
deration of my Demand on this Head, it will be ne- 
ceſſary, firſt, to inform you of the Number of Bar- 
racks and Men, that have been added to the firſt Ela 
bliſhment. 

The Number of Barracks built or formed from 
other Buildings ſince the firſt Eſtabliſhment, are in all 
101, that is to ſay, for 35 Troops, and 66 Compa- 
nies, but as eleven of the old Barracks provided by 
the ſaid Eſtabliſhment, have been caſt, I will ſup- 
poſe the ſame Proviſion ſufficient to eleven. of - theſe 
additional Barracks, and then there will remain go, 
and this you maſt allow is fair and honeſt Dealing. 

The Men provided for by the firſt Eſtabliſhment 

were 34 Troops, at 43 Men to a Troop,. and 136 
Companies, at 60 Men to a Company, making in all 
10, 762 Men, and the Number of Men on the — 
Eſtabliſhment are 12000, from whence deducting the 
firſt Number, there will remain 1238 Men and go 
Barracks, clear of all Barracks or eh by 
the firſt Eſtabliſhment. 
Now, Sir, as it would be 8 — oo 
to calculate the ſeparate Articles of the Repairs, .Bed- 
ding, Utenſils, Fire, Candles, Straw, &c.' geceſſary 
to ſaid Men and faid Barracks, I would chuſe to in- 
clude the Whole under one Article of a reaſogable 
Proviſion for this Number of Men, and this I aſſure 
you is an extraordinary Conceſſion on my Part, as 
thoſe Barracks are near hand a Sufficiency for —— 
times the ſaid Number of Men. | 

Tel} me then frankly, what you think 2 feaſouable 
Con ſideration for a common Man to give yearly for 
ſtaunch and warm Lodging, elean Bedding, : freſh 
Sheeting, a Sufficiency of Fire and Candles, Sh the 
Ule and Wear of all convenient Utenſils? | + + ; 

Gentleman, In truth 1 am not a competent Judge. 

. Farmer, Do.you think a Penny per. Day exorhi- 
unt! ? Gentle- 


2 N 5 * - * 7 0 4 * ag g — — 2 
. yo39s. 49s 9 — 88 - - 
J g as N 


A Trifle more is aſſignable to Contingencies z and 
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Gentleman. No- ſurely, for the pooreſt Labourer 
can earn fix Pence per Day, and I take it that the Ar- 
ticles you recited amount to at leaſt one fourth Part 
of the real Neceſſaries of Life. 

Farmer. Your Obſervation is juſt. One Penny per 
Day we will therefore allow, and no more, to each 
Man of this Remainder of Horſe and Foot, Officers 
included; which in 365 Days makes the Sum of one 
Pound ten Shillings and five Pence, which multipli- 
ed to 1238 Men, makes the Sum of 18821. 155. 10d. 


which with the former 81741. 25. 24. makes the Sum 


of 100561, 18 5. over and above, and wholly clear 
and excluſive of every ſingle Article, provided for or 
appointed by the Overſeers of rhe firſt Eſtabliſhment, 
which added, makes the Sum total of 23,3931. 8 5. 
Thus I have fully explained and demonſtrated the 
Truth of the Propoſition above laid down, which 
was, that the Overſeers of the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
could defray the whole Expence of ſaid Eſtabliſh- 
ment for the Sum of 133361. 105. yearly, with 


greater Eaſe to themſelves and Indulgence to their 


Servants, than the preſent Overſeers can defray the 

— of the preſent Eſtabliſnment for the Som of 
33361. 105. yearly, 

pf acknowledge that the Neceſſity of adding fo great 

a Sum as ' 100001. yearly to the firſt Eſtabliſhment, 

would be extremely provoking z but then let our Re- 

ſentment fall where it ought, 37347. of this Money, 


is, as you ſee, to be placed to the Account of the 
moſt excellent Architecture of your approved Over- 


ſeers ; 3000 J. more is to be charged on thoſe unlucky 
Accidents, that with a- Plenty of Money, have intro- 
duced a Difference of Rates, 1882 J. 155. 10d. is to 
be aſcribed to the Encreaſe of Men and Barracks, and 
may at any time be ſaved by diſbanding the Men, 
for the Barracks will disband themſelves of Courſe. 


3811. 45. 8 d. being for the Repairs of an Infirmary 


and additional Salaries, ſtands ſpecified, and yet clear 
of Condemnacion in the very Report- of Parliament. 


there 
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there remains only a yearly Exceeding of-808 J. 175. 
64, Ground and Houſe Rents, for which our pre- 
ſeat Overſeers can be juſtly arraigned, 

Arraigned indeed they may be, but whether con- 
victed is yet a Queſtion, 

To difcover this, you muſt. note, that Part of this 
Exceeding hath accrued by giving larger Rents for 
Ground, where Barracks had been built on very ſhort 
Leaſes : And Part hath accrued by giving both Houſe 
and Ground Rents, to Proprietors who buil the tao: 
racks at their own Expence, - - 

Now, to the firſt Part of this Exceeding, 1 fea 
we mult once more introduce your darling Qyerſcery 
of the firſt Eſtabliſhment, nv making a moſt judi- 
cious and exact Calculation of the Tera for which 
many of their Buildings would-endure, 8 
the Contracts of the Barrack-Maſters and the Leaſes of 
the Ground accordingly, that is to ſay, they ſtruck off 
the Whole at the Term of 21 Tears. 

All cherefore that the Parliament can on this Head 
object to our preſent Overſeers, is their indiſcreet 
Zeal, in attempting to ſapport thoſe Barracks 
Nature, and againſt the Art of the original Builders; 
for had thoſe | 2 been permitted to follow their 
own 5 this Charge of emen * 


Og 
thoſe warlike Buildings which (till ſands out, — Pro- 
prietor of 7rallee abſolutely refuſes to capitulate, 


2 
the Barrack there, being turned into a NMlault-Houſe, 
hath made equitable Repriſals for other a 
that have been turned into Barracks. 

To explain the ſecond Cauſe of this Ex ic 
is neceſſary to remind you, that from the time of the 
firſt Eſtabliſhment till the Year 1731, there was nat 
a Number of Barracks ſufficient to contain his Ma- 
jeſty's Forces; our Overſeers were therefore reduced 
to the Dilemma either of building new Barracks at the 


Public of contraſting for Ground and 
— apache Houſe 
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Houſe Rents with thoſe who propoſed to build ſaid 
Barracks at their own Expence : Now for the firſt 
Method, no ſufficient Fund was provided, wherefore 
they were compelled to accede to the Latter, 

I remember, that on this Occaſion, you reproached 
our Overſeers, foraſmuch as they had not the Rude- 
neſs to reject People of Figure, whoſe Addreſs re- 
preſented 'the great Advantages of Situation for Bar- 
racks, where it was the great Intereſt of the Propoſers 
to have them built. 8 

I ſuppoſe, by People of Figure, you meant, People 
of Fortune, and pray, Sir, with whom elſe could our 
Overſeers contract? Could the Poor afford to build 
Barracks where the Fund of the Nation failed? But 


theſe Men of Fortune, you ſay, had an intereſted 


View'in theſe Propoſals ; undoubtedly they had, they 
regarded the Peace and good Order of that Part of 
the Kingdom where their particular Concerns lay, 
and they had a further Proſpect of improving ther 
Eſtates, by promoting Trade and the Conſumption 
of Commodities by the Soldiers. Our'Overſeers there- 
fore, with equal Thrift and Prudence, laid hold of 
this intereſted View of the Undertakers; and according- 
ly contracted with ſeveral at a Rent below the com- 
mon Intereſt of the Money that was actually expend- 
ed on the Buildings, WR G2 
Thus you ſee this laſt annual Exceeding of 808 J. 
175. 64. accounted for with Advantage to the Na- 
tion, except a Remnant of 3071. 155, being the 
Ground and Houſe Rents contracted for ſince the 
Year 1731, in which Year it was reſolved by our 
Houſe of Commons, that the Number of Barrachs, 
then built, and contracted to be built, were ſufficient 
to contain the Army upon the Eſtabliſhment. / 
Of this Difficulty I ſhall barely hint the Solution. 
Is it not poſſible that ſome great Men might have re- 
ceived Propoſals from the 8 of Barracks, 
and have recommended the Propriety of the Execu- 
tion to the Board? There are certain Perſons, whofe 
Recommendations are equivalent to Commands, 
whoſe 
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whoſe Actions I ſhall not take upon me to canvaſs, 

and on whom our Parliament were extreamly far from 
intending the moſt diſtant Reflection. *. 

After all, I acknowledge that I do not look on the 

Inſtitution of Barracks, as a particular Exception from 
all other Inſtitutions, that are adminiſtred or carried 
on for public Utility. Perhaps there neither was, 
is, nor ever will be ſuch a Thing wholly free from 
Abuſe. The Caſe is very different with Works car- 
ried on for private Advantage, and for this very 


' ſimple Reaſon, that People take it into their Hearts, 


to love their own Intereſts, better than they love the 
Intereſt of the Publick. Wherefore it is not my In- 
tention to clear this Inſtitution from all Imputation 
of Abuſe ; but I thought it neceſſary to ſhew, that 
the Parliament have not been Jucky enough 'to hit 


,upon the real Abuſes, and I will ſhew: that they 


have been till further from applying a Remedy. 

A ſmall Recapitulation will give you to remember, 
that the Parliament have founded their Reſolutions 
upon a Contradiction in the very Face of the Re- 
port, and upon ſeveral other Miſinformations and 
Miſtakes that followed faſt on the Heels ofeach other; 


i all this 41 have already made evident, and now 1 


ſhall make it evident, that it hath happened with 
the Parliament as with a Man, Who propoſing a 
Journey Eaſtward, ſet out Weſtward; and by that 
Means was carried further from his intended Reſt, by 
every Step he travelled. | Let [th 

Upon this Occaſion I can't forbear © repeating a 
ſcrap of Latin which I faved' from a ſmattering of 
School Learning, Ex uno Abſurdo dato Mille ſequun- 
tur, to wit, that he who hath the Advantage of eſta- 
b'iſbing one Abſurdity in the Front of his Argument, 
may have the Pleaſure. of introducing a thoufand; 
or in other Words, when you once ſuffer the Head 
of a knaviſh Clan to get into your Houſe, the Doors. 
fly open to his whole Train of Followers. 
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The Misereor of PARLIAMENT 
examined. 


HE firſt nine Reſolutions of Parliament are 
wholly taken up, in Recapitulating the heavy 
Grievances, Damages, and Abuſes, which this Na- 
tion hath ſuffered, through the Miſconduct of Over- 
feers ; and the tenth Reſolution. inſtantly comes to 


the Redreſs, but how ? Why, the Abuſes are repre. ' 


ſented to be wholly committed by the Barrack- Board, 
and the Puniſhment is wholly applied, and the Re- 
dreſs wholly ſought, among the Barrack-Maſters ; 
which is Juſt as equitable, as if Lord Peter ſhould 
commit Fornication, and the Church enjoin the Pen- 
nance to Paul his Servant: this Method of Proceed- 
ing is however ſo far from being unprecedented, that 
it is even as old as the Siege of Troy. Dilirunt Reger 
plectuntur Acbivi. And for the King's Danes the 
People diet. 
If a good Houſewife loſes her Needle above Stairs, 
would you think it either wiſe or pertinent that ſhe 
ſhould go down to look for it in the Kitchen, yes, 
you will fay; for it might poſſibly happen to drop 
through the Loft; very 2 we will therefore walk 
down and join in the Search. 
In order therefore to diſcover, whether this Trea- 
oy. by ſuppoſed to be loſt among our Overſeers, is to 
among our Barrack-Maſfters, you muſt firſt 
— A fy the ninth to the twentieth Reſolu- 
_ almoſt the whole Parade is made about Con- 
, the Sum of which is, that every Barrack- Ma- 
be enters upon his Office, ought to perfett 
8 omary Contracts with the Over /cers, in which 
pe 5 be ought to acknowledge that he has viewed the 
Barracks, Beds and Utenfils, and that they are in good 
Order and Repair, and ought to enter into a Bond with 
two ſufficient Sureties reſident in this Kingdom, for the 
* n, of his Contratts, and that the Penaliy 
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of ſuch Bond ſhould be double the Sum to which his Sa- 
lary and Allowances for 3 and Utenſils amount 
to in one Year, and ought to oblige himſelf, in Confide- 
ration of the ſeveral Sums allowed to him for thoſe Pur- 
poſes, to keep and deliver them up in the like = Or- 
der and Repair at the Determination of bis Office. 
Here, our Lawyers are of Opinion that in caſe of 
any Accidents, as of Storm, or Fire, though the 
Barrack-Maſters ſhould be in no manner of Default, 
and cannot be omnipreſent throughout his Diſtrict, to 
defend the feveral Barracks from fuch Damage he 
yet ought by Virtue of theſe Contracts to rebuild 
them at his own Expence ; ſo that if our Parliament 
by ſome other Reſolutions, had not been guilty of a 
Piece of Charity to Barrack-Maſters, which they did 
not in the. leaſt intend, each of thoſe unhappy Crea- 
tures, notwithſtanding their beſt Endeavours, would 
„be hourly in Peril of the Loſs of ſome Thouſands 
of Pounds, and could never lye down at Night, with- 
out the Apprehenſion of being ruined before Morn. 
in | 
Mighty you would conclude muſt be the Advan- 
tage in Proportion, to the Riſque of theſe Barrack 
Adventurersz how much do you think ? Even about 


4 © five Pounds yearly for the Repair of each Barrack, 


where often double that Sum is inſufficient. 

Be pleaſed to recollect that the Report of Parlia- 
ment 1s almoſt a continued Reproach to Overſeers on 
Account of their Indulgence to Barrack-Maſters, they 
knew the Overſeers held the Reins of Government, 
but they thought their Hands too lack, wherefore 
the whole Purport of their Reſolutions, is to apply 
the Check and the Whip more forcibly ; according- 
ly ſeveral Jebus have been added to the Seat of Pow- 
er, and for upwar d of two Years paſt have driven 
theſe hackney d — * at an inconceivable Rate, 
without pa one Penny for Hire, or allowing a 

lingle Morke a” Provender, 
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Now whether theſe Beaſts of Laſn and Burden, 
could avoid their Drivers, you ſhall judge by noting 
how excellently well they were yoaked. . 
Here are ſome of their Bonds and Contracts, and 
here it is worth obſerving that the Overſeers on the 
one Part, and the Barrack-Maſter on the other, 
are the only contracting Parties, and accordingly, 
the ſais Overſeers do contract that it is their Opi- 


nion, that the ſaid Barrack-Maſter in Conſideration 


of the following Services and Covenants by him to 


be performed, ſhall and may yearly receive the fol. 


lowing Sums ; and here the ſaid Sums are ſpecially 
ſet down and apportioned ; and here again the ſaid 


Barrack-Maſter is bound as with a Cable, to the Per- 


formance of thoſe ſeveral Services and Covenants. 
But leſt a Thread of this Cable ſhould happen to en- 
tangle the Overſeers, and left the ſaid Barrack-Ma- 
ſters ſhould in earneſt expect a Conſideration. for ſuch 
his Services and Covenants ; the Overſeers have had 
the Caution to adviſe All whom it may concern, as 
alſo the worſhipful the Bench of Judges if this Buſi- 
neſs ſhould happen to come before them, that their 
Part of the Contract was all a Joke; and according- 
ly they have been careful, as you ſee, to inſert, bat 
it is declared that nothing herein contained ſhall charge, 
or is meant or intended to charge the Overſeers before- 
mentioned or any of them, or any of their Succeſſors, 
with all or any Part of the Sum or Sums to become due 
or payable to the ſaid Barrack- Maſter, and that be 
will not demand or expect the ſame or any Part there- 
of from the Overſeers before-mentioned or their Suc- 
ceſſors. And theſe are the individual cuſtomary Con- 
tracts, which the Parliament have reſolved that all Bar- 
rack-Maſters ſhall perfect, and which are reſolved to 
be enforced with all poſſible Rigour, againſt ſaid Bar- 
rack-Maſters and their Securities. fy 

You, Sir, are a Gentleman every way my Superior, 
and yet if you (as Overſeer) were to perfect ſuch a 
Contract with me, there is not a ſingle Lawyer at our 


Bar but would inform you, that it J neglected the 


Performance 
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Performance of the ſaid Services and Covenants, you 
would neither recover from me, nor oblige me to lach 
Services upon a Contract, where you excepted your 
ſelf from being ſued for a Conſideration; and every 
Lawyer would further inform you, that if I actually 
performed ſaid Services and Covenants, I might ſue 
and recover from you, notwithſtanding ſuch Excepti- 
on, becauſe you were the, Perſon who employed me. 
But, alas, where is the Lawyer who will venture to 
give. the ſame Opinion, between Power when thun- 


dering from Olympus, and Subjection that lies ex- 


poſed to the Tempeſt below. o 
Gentleman. Pardon my Interruption, I haye a great 
Curioſity to know what this wonderful Charity is, of 
which you ſay the Parliament has been guilty with re- 
ſpect to Barrack-Maſters. VENT 
Farmer, Well remembered, why, the Parliament 


_ fearing that the Overſeers might actually bappee to 
Bar- 


pay the Sums ſtipulated in their Contracts wi 

rack - Maſters, and ſo perform in earneſt what they 
only engaged in jeſt; were reſolved to provide againſt 
this alſo. And now, Sir, if you have at any Time 
played at Croſs-Purpoſes, I will ſhew you the higheſt 


1mprovement of that Diverſion that perhaps you ſhall 


ever meet with, Lou have probably heard of an an- 
cient Gentlewoman called, Penelope, who, as an ex- 
traordinary Inſtance of her good Houſewifery, uſed 
to unravel over Night what ſhe had ſedulouſly Wo- 
ven in the Day. Be pleaſcd then to obſerve that not- 
withſtanding this elaburate Web of Reſolutions for 
the enforcing of Barrack Contracts, here are one or 
two oppolite Reſolutions which make a quick Solu- 
tion of the whole Syſtem. 4 

In the 155 Page of the Report you find theſe 
Words: Notwithjtanding the following Reſolution in 
the Journal of 1707, Reſolved that it is the Opinion 
of this Committee, that the Barrack-Maſters ought to 
account upon Oath for all Sums expended by them for 


the Uſe of the Barracks. | 
C 4 Now 
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Now though this Reſolution was made in the Y 
1707, you ſee it is here applied to the Year 1744, 
which ſhews that the Parliament judged that this Re- 


ſolution ſhould continue in force till an expreſs Re- 


peal; and they yet further enforced the ſaĩd Reſolu- 
tion by the 334 Reſolution of the ſaid Report, to 
wit, Reſolved that it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
| that all Accounts to be made up on Account of the Bar- 
racks ought to be ſworn to, before one of the Barons of 
the Exchequer or Maſter in Chancery, and proper 
Vouchers produced for all Money layed out on Account 
of Barracks. © 1 0 
Now to ſnew you the palpable inconſiſtency be- 
tween theſe laſt Reſolutions and the former, I muſt 
obſerve to you, that the wiſe Compilers of our Laws 
have founded , thoſe Laws on that immutable Reaſon 
which is founded on the Truth of the eternal Foun- 
der of all Things; and theſe Laws atteſt, that in all 
Dealings between Man and Man, all ContraQts are 
mutual, and all Obligations equal; that no Claim 
can be made where no Conſideration was given ; that 
there ſhould be no Riſque of Loſs where there is no 
Hazard of Gain; that a Right of being ſued impli 
an equal Right to ſue; and that there can be no Obli- 
gation of Damage where there is no Poſſibility of Ad- 
vantage. 2 
Contracts are a kind of Matrimony, where the 
Parties are equally yoaked ; looſe one, and you releaſe 
the other of Conſequence. Or if you pleaſe we will 
compare them to a Balance, where the Law is the 
Hand that weighs all Things with Equity, but if 
any one ſhould take the Weight from either Scale, 
5 r vaniſnes, and the other Scale ſinks to the 
rt 


The Application is evident, the former Reſoluti- 
ons by Contract oblige the Barrack-Maſters to ſpecial 
Services for ſpecial Conſiderations, the latter Reſolu- 
tions repent of theſe Conſiderations and oblige him to 
Account; that is, they oblige him to the ſpecialty 
of the Service, but take away the ſpecialty of the 

; | Conſideration ; 
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Conſideration; and thus they render the Contract 
ſingle, and the Obligation unequal; they ſubject him 
to an unlimited Claim, in the very Articles where 
they limit his Demand; they compel him to the 
Ri of exceſſive Damage, but forbid the Poſſibility 
of the ſmalleſt Advantage; and all this indeed they 


can do, 3 they can reconcile Contradictions, 


and that ſuch Reſolutions have a Power ſuperior to 
Law and Reaſon, which I am willing to believe, in 
Honour of our P=———t. 

By the former Reſolutions, the Barrack- Maſter i 18 
as a Man who engages to build a certain Houſe, for 
a certain Sum of Money, where, if the Expences are 
leſs or more than ſtipulated, the Lofs or Profit is 
equally his own, 

By the latter Reſolutions, che Barrack-Mafter is a 
Bailiff, a mere Inſtrument in the Hands of the Over. 
ſeers, a Conduit through which they convey Money 
for their ſeveral Purpoſes, and which is anſwerable for 
juſt as much, and no more than it received. 

Make kim then an Undertaker, or make him a 
Bailiff, this or that you may do, but you can't make 
him both. 

= hus theſe Reſolutions, like Eſau and Jacob fight 
inſt the 'other in the Womb of this Report. 
But i one Reſolution caſt out the other, to which 
ſhall we adhere? to neither ſurely. For we are told, 
that if Satan caſt out Satan, be is divided againſt him- 
ſelf ; how then fhall his Kingdom ſtand? 

Gentleman. As I take it, our Law does not regard 
the Quantity of the Confideration, provided any cer- 
tain — oem is given; now there is a Sum of 
Fifty pounds ſpecially mentioned in the Contract for 
which Ne 1 — ck. Maſter is not accountable by any 
fubſequent Reſolution; and may not this Sum 22 a 
Conſideration ſufficiently legal on the one Side, to 
oblige him to the Performance of all the Coyenants on 
the other ? 

Farmer. The Contract will anfwer you. — Here 
you ſee each ſpecial Service annexed to the ſpecial 

Conſideration 
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Conſideration for which it is to be performed, but 
this Sum of Fifty pounds ſtands clear of each Service, 
and is indeed no other than a Salary for his general 
Service as Bailiff, and which was accordingly appoint- 
ed before any of theſe Contracts were formed but 
a fooliſh Story hath often ſerved for a ſhrewd Illuſ- 
tration. | | 1 
A certain poor and ſimple Fellow called Thomas 
lived in the County of Tipperary, and was Tenant to 
a Landlord, who was juſt wife enough to be a very 
great Man. This Landlord happened to be fond of 
dealing in Hogs, and uſed to give Thomas Five 
pounds yearly, for the Care of his Pigs, and his 
Trouble in marketting ; but finding that Thomas 
gave in Bills upon Bills, and ſuſpecting him to be a 
Knave at Bottom, he ſat down by: himſelf and cal- 
culated what the ſeveral Articles of Expence might 
| reaſonably amount to; and annexing the ſeveral Sums 
to the ſeveral Heads, he called in Thomas, and aſked 
him whether he would be content to accept ſaid Sums 
yearly as a Conſideration for Grains, Waſh, freſh 
Straw, Repairs of Styes, &c. leaving him ſtill his old 
Salary for his Care and Trouble. Thomas, who 
knew that to contradict his Landlord was as much as 
his Place was worth, agreed, and his Landlord drewthe 
Contract, where, in his great Equity he inſerted, that 
if any of theſe Sums ſhould happen to be behind or 
unpaid, Thomas ſhould not have. the Impudence to 
demand, and much leſs be able to recover them at 
Law; but ſhould be contented: with whatever his 
ſaid Landlord pleaſed to give him ; and accordingly 
ſimple Thomas made his Scrape, and retiring, 
bleſſed his Honour for his wonderful Juſtice and 
Generoſity. 9 | 
Soon after this, Thomas, finding that his own In- 
tereſt was united in this Affair with the Intereſt of his 
Landlord, laid his Shoulders to the Buſineſs with all 
his Might, ſpared no Trouble that would fave a 
Penny, ſupplied great Quantities of Straw from his 
own Hagard, and Grains from his own Corn, and 


grew 
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grew ingenious in many Contrivances for cheap and 
laſting Proviſions; © accordingly, he began to thrive 
in the World, and many of his Neighbours who en- 
vied him, and were for undermining his Employ. 
ment, repreſented to his Landlord, that theſe evi- 
dent Profits could not but ariſe from ſome hidden 
Knavery. . 
No you muſt know, that this Landlord was of the 
true Hibernian Strain, he looked on himſelf as im- 
poveriſh'd in equal Degree as his Tenants grew en- 
riched, and nothing could provoke his Spleen like the 
Proſperity of thoſe who lived under him; wherefore, 
he ſent for Thomas, and made not the leaſt Scruple of 
declaring his Mind. Nee = 
Friend Thomas, ſaid he, I muſt be plain with you, 
I hear Stories that I do not approve, you are gather- 
ing a Penny, Thomas, and 1 know no Means you 
have except you ſqueeze it from my Purſe; now I 
ſnould like the Savings you make by this Employ- 
ment full as well in my Pocket as in yours; for, to 
tell you a Secret, when I made the former Bargain 
with you, it was by no Means my Intention, that 
Heaven ſhould bleſs your Endeavours in any of your 
Dealings with me. However, don't miſapprehend 
me, I don't mean that our Bargain ſhall be void, no, 
our Contract, on the contrary, ſhall be more bind- 
ing than ever, that is to ſay, it ſhall leave me free, 
but be doubly binding on your Part; wherefore, I 
refolve, that you ſhall have the ſame Zeal, Dili- 
gence, and Application, for my Intereſt as your 
OWN, ö | g | | 
Firſt then, after the due Care and Proviſion for my 
Pigs, if any little Perquiſite or Saving remains, refund 
is the Word, Thomas; and left you ſhould defraud 
me I will have your ſcparate Oath for every ſeparate 
Article; and leſt you ſhould ſwear falſe, I will have 
a Voucher for every Oath ; and left your Vouchers 
ſhould join in your Knavery, I will have Certificates 
tor every Voucher. IP | 
ORE, Hul n 
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On the other Hand, my good Friend, if any Ap- 

inement contained in our Contract ſhould at any 

ime happen to be infufficient, you are to expect no 
more Money on that Head from me; but mark me 
further, if I find the leaſt Defect in a ſingle Article of 
the Proviſions, if my Styes ſhould. go to Decay, if 
they ſhall be burnt by Fire, or overthrown by Tem- 
pet, if any Accident whatever ſhall happen by which 

kneſs comes to theſe my Pigs, or Damage to 
theſe my Properties, you ſhall be compelled to fur- 
niſh, fupply, repair, rebuild, and reſtore the whole 
intire, at your own proper 26d perſonal Coſt; other- 
wile I give you a Stone Doublet; and to make 
ſhort of the Matter, this is my Reſothtion, from 
whence there is no Appeal. 

Hereupon Thomas replied not, but withdrew, 

filent, and exceeding forrowful. He now wanted 
the accuſtomed. Mrs to Induſtry, he ſet about 
his Work wholly liſtleſs and diſpirited, he could pro- 
cure no Vouchers for the Value of his own Property, 
nor Certificates for the Value of his own Application, 
He muſt disburſe for all things, Markets grew high, 
Accidents came on, ſome Styes went to wreck, others 
received the Weather, the Pigs died of the Meazles, 
Thomas was caſt in Jail, and ended a ſimple Life with 
this wiſe Reflection, that truly bis Landlord and be 
bad brought their Hogs to a fair Market. 
Gentleman. I don't perfectly apprehend what you 
mean by a Man's not being able to procure Vouchers 
for the Value of his own Property, nor Certificates 
for the Value of his own Application. 

Farmer, J will explain it Where a Barrack- Maſter 
is at a Certainty in his Appointments, and may 
fibly make a Saving to himſelf, if he hath any tle 
rag of his own, or Credit to raiſe „ — ae ſeize 

Advantage of bu Quantity of Proviſions _ 
the cheapeſt Seaon = x34 the beſt Hand, 

For the like Purpoſes he may keep Maſons, Carpens 
ters, Smiths, Slaters, or Weavers on his own Lands, 


and have their Labour 1 in conſideration of their Tene- 


ments, 
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ments. He may manufacture his Ticken and Linnen 
Set che very Seed; and his Woollen from his own 

Sheep, and in like manner he may provide Condles 
much better-and cheaper than atthe Shops. 

With reſpect to Fixing, he may on occaſion of an 

extraordinary Bargain lay in a quantity of Coals ſuffi- 
cient. for two or three Seaſons, or contract by Com- 
miſſion at the Mines, or purchaſe a Share in a Coal 
Boat, and run the 3 *T a Wreek with the View 
of a cheaper Importa e 
farm a Plot lot of * Bog, and expend 
derably in draining and reducing che ſame, with an 
honeſt and juſt Viow of -future Advantage z by which 
method he will -at once improve the nature of his 
Turf, and provide a ſufficient Quantity of dry and 
convenient Er ound whereon to cure them; and there 
is not a ſingle Article of all this Management and 
Economy, which our Bacrack-Maſters have not ac- 
tually put in Practice. 

2 this you muſt allow to be a very 
perhaps of one half in the whole, and — f 
de Valve of thoſe Commodities ariſes merely from the 
method of Prudence and Induſtry by which thoſe 
very Savings were made: But a Man would be ex- 
als puzled to ſwear, vouch, certify, or even 
Ja. i —_ thoſe Goods colt the Manufacturer, be. 
cauſe his own incertain Induſtry and Management 
are 8 a Part of that Coſt. 

poſe then that theſe Barrack-Maſters, through | 
Fol d. ve for their dear 3 and through that 
more eſpecial Affection which they bear to our Ho- 
nourable the Houſe of Commons, are zealous to 
make the like Savings for the Nation, what a Mor- 
tification it will be to find themſelves prevented, where 
the Parliament, in order to introduce a Saving, have 
—— out the very Method by which the Saving could 

mad E. 1 

The 204h. and 21f. Reſolutions merely regard the 
Reſidence of our abſenting Barrack-Maſters ; two 
loſtances of this Default have happened — the In- 

itution- 
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ſtitution, one in Mr. B. and the othet in Mr. Simſon; 
and as this is the only Default with which Mr. Sim ſon 
can be charged, his Fraternity are obliged to the Par- 
liament for compelling him to Aſſociate. I have 
therefore nothing to object to theſe two Reſolutions, 
and I wiſh that they had not only paſſed againſt the 
Abſentees of Barrack-Houſes, but againſt the Abſen- 
tees of the moſt Honourable Houſe in the Nation. 

The 224, 2 3d, and 24th, Reſolutions import, that 
the Barracks of this Kingdom with their Furniture 
ought to be kept in conſtant good Repair bythe Barrack- 
Maſters, that they are ſufficiently. paid for ſo doing, 
That the Sureties of deceaſed Barrack- Maſters, who 
ſuffered Barracks,” &c. to go out of Repair, ought to be 
ſued eſfectually; and that all Salaries and Allowances 
of Barrack- Maſters ſhould be immediately topped and 
applied, and continue to be applied to ſuch Repairs, vill 
the whole ſhould be compleatly repaired. 19 8 

In anſwer to that Part of theſe Reſolutions that re- 
gard the Furniture of Barracks, I am really of Opi- 
nion, that the Order is practicable, and that, notwith- 
ſtanding the great riſe of Rates, our Barrack-Maſters 
might ſtill tupply and preſerve: their Bedding and 
Utenſils intirewithin the Allowances ſpecially appoint- 
ed, provided they were not precluded as above from 
a due Degree of Induſtry and Economy. 

But with reſpect to the Barracks themſelves, ſup 

oſing that the Salaries of theſe Men were thus chari- 

tably to be ſtopped and applied with the Appoint- 
ments to the Repairs of theſe Barracks, how long do 
you think it would be before ſuch Repairs could be 
compleated, and before theſe Wretches could receive 
a ſingle Penny Conſideration for their Labours ? 

Gentleman. I know not indeed. 

Farmer. I will tell you then—even till Dooms-day. 

When theſe Barracks were firſt built was it expected 
they ſhould laſt for ever? I have proved that the 
Builders had no ſuch Intention. Shall they then be 
kept in Repair for a longer Term than they will laſt? 
this does not appear over feaſible. They are then to 
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be rebuilt, by whom? by the Barrack-Maſters. Out 
of what Fund? their Appointments, Here alſo two 
little Difficulties occur, one that it is unjuſt, the 
other that it is impoſſible. P? 45 

The firſt Barrack-Maſters who were appointed, en- 
gaged to keep faid Barracks and their Furniture in 
Repair for the Term of 21 Years only, the Allow- 
ances judged reaſonable for ſuch Repairs were calcu- 
lated and ſtruck by the Overſeers themſelves, all was 
new, all intire, Labour was cheap, Rates were low, 
the Trouble was leſs, and the Profits inconceivably 
greater than to their Succeſſors. * 
At length this Term of 21 Years expired, the 
Buildings were on theit decline, new Barrack- Maſters 
ſucceeded, who, unhappily for themſelves, were not 
Architects, they ſaw not into the Core of a Fruit that 
might look fair, nor into the Rottenneſs of thoſe 
whited Sepulchres where their Fortunes were doomed 
to be interred ; they depended on the Candour of 
that Government whoſe Servants they were, and ac- 
cepted the ſaid Employment onTerms in Appearance 
the ſame, but in rebdiey extreamly different from thoſe 
their Predeceſſors enjoyed. be LE bk, 


, 


Our Overſeers were conſcious of this great Diſparity, 
and accordingly redrefſed many Grievances upon due 
Repreſentation and Complaint, and even our chief 
Governors were ſo fully perſwaded of the Inſufficien- 
cy of the firſt Appointments for the Support of faid 
Barracks, that ſeveral, who repreſented» the ſacred 
Perſon of his Ma7zsTr, preſided at the very Boards 
where extraordinary Supplys were ordered for the Re- 
pairs of ſaid Barracks. n, 
This Equity however is now judg'd iniquitous, 
let us ſee then if the Matter is mended. e 
1 have already demonſtrated that the due Rebuild- 
ing and Support of our preſent Barracks during the 
Term of 25 Years will require the Sum of 27 200 year- 
ly, over and above, and wholly excluſive of the Ap- 
pointments ſpecially eſtabliſned which make the = 
ther 
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ther Sum of 2042 l. 165, yearly, and united make the 
eee, 5, 

Now all the Money Sony Parliament for ſuch 
firſt the ſaid ſpecial Ap - 
e Salaries 


Repairs and Rebuilding, is, | 
Pointment of 2042 J. 16s. and ſecondly the $ 
of the 26 Barrack- Maſters amounting to 13504. year- 
ly, and which together make no more than the Sum 
of 33921, 165, yearly. So that this Reckoning hap- 
pened to be when no Holt was preſent, for there 
is ſtill a Lackage of 23841. yearly, which in the faid 
25 Years will amount to the Sum of 89, 600 l. by 
Which Deficiency the Barracks at the Expiration of 
{aid Term will be reduced to ſuch a ruinous Condi- 
tion, that new Reſolutions will then be neceſſary for 
the further Stoppage of Salaries, and ſo on ad in. 
finitum, which may be deetned over long for Barrack- 
Maſters to attend the Payment of their Wages. 
But further, theſe Appointments and Salaries, fo 
reſolved. to be ſtopped, are allo reſolved to be ap- 
ied to ſaid Repairs, Sc. But who ſhall apply them 
he Overſeers? Our Lords the Biſhops and Judges 
I fear will not reliſn the Employment, and would 
haply make but an aukward ſort of Barrack. Maſters; 
A. new Set of Men muſt therefore be employed, and 
what Afſurance have we that theſe will be a whit ho- 
neſter, or more underſtandiag than the former? be- 
fide, they may not be altogether of ſuch a diſintereſt. 
ed Spirit as not to require ſome Conſideration for 
their Labour, here then new Salaries become requi- 
ſite, but for theſe. there is no Fund. Wherefore the 
Sum ot theſe 3 Reſolutions amounts to this, that one 
Part hath already aboliſhed our Barrack-Maſters, that 
the other Part will ſpeedily aboliſh our Barracks, and 
we want but one Reſolution more to diſpatch our Sol+ 


diers, and then che whole Affair will be quite out of. 


Diſpute. Ie Ws. 

In truth I have known our Overſeers ſo puzzled, 

fo perplexed in their Attempts to reconcile this War · 

fare of Reſolutions, that for fear of oppoſing ſome 

they have neglected to ſide with any, in order to exe- 
cute 
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cute all, they have yet done juſt nothing, and being 
equally attrated to oppoſite Roads, ſtand Point for 
Point in the individual Spot from whence they were 
firſt ordered to ſet out. | 

Never were Reſolutions more abſolute, never were 
Overicers more obſequious; but there is under the ſame 
Authority ſuch a Miſcellany of Mammons and Divi- 
nities, that Obedience to theſe is direct Rebellion to 
thoſe, and thus it becomes moſt prudent to pay Wor- 
ſnip to neither. 

To the 25th Reſolution, which prohibits - the Sale 
of the 2 of Barrack-Maſters, my Objec- 
tion is as harmleſs as the Reſolution it ſelf, which I 
obſerve to be only ſuperfluous, foraſmuch as I ſhall 
ſhew that under the preſent Reſolutions, there 1s no 
one who would accept of a thouſand Pounds, to be 
youre? to this valuable Employment. 

The 26th, 27th, 28th, 2gth and goth Reſolutions 
expreſs, That the Overſeers, through their great In- 
dulgence to. Barrack- Maſters, have uſually contrafted 
with them to provide Fre and Candles for the ſeveral 
Barracks, and have allowed them unreaſonable: Prices, 
and bave not obliged them to make the juſt Savings. 
That nd Contracts ought to be made with the Barrack- Ma- 
ſters for Firing and Candles, but that they ſpould be obli- 
ged, as Servants to the Publick, to buy with ready Mo. 
ney at ibe cheapeſt Prices, and to produce the Afidavits 
and Receipts of the Parties from whom they have bought, 
containing. the Quamities bought and the Prices paid, 
alſo, Certificates of the do next Fuſtices of the Peace, 
that the Prices mentioned in ibe Afigavits and Receipts, 
are the moſt common and ufual Prices, That the Sa: 
vings of Fire and Candies ſhould be made according 10 
the Deficiencies of Officers and Men in every Barrack, 
and that the Barrack-Maſter ſhould keep @ weekly Ac+ 
count of the Officers or Men wanting or ab/ent, and that 
the Savings already made or hereafter to be made, upon 
the Articles of Fire and Candles, ought ts be . | 
| D an 
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and punctually accounted for to the Overſeers, upon 
Oath, and carried to the Credit of the Nation. 
Now how comes it to pals, that it is here reſolved, 
that Barrack-Maſters ſhall not contract, but ſhall ac- 
count? Why was it not reſolved as in the other Ap- 
pointments, that they ſhould both contract and 
account ? That if any Savings . be made, they 
might be carried to the Credit of the Nation, but 
that if any Deficiencies ſnould happen, they might 
be ſupplied by the Barrack-Maſters out of their own 
Subſtance. There is the ſame Reaſon in both Caſes, 
why was there not the ſame Rule? But if ſuch Rule 
appeared unlawful and iniquitous here, why did it 
not appear equally iniquitous in the other Articles ? 
The beft Sophiſter would be poſed for an Anſwer to 
theſe Interrogatories. | 
Well, the Barrack-Maſters here are to anſwer for 
no more than they receive, and ſo far theſe. Reſolu- 
tions muſt be allowed their due Share of Equity; 
but what follows? Why, it is reſolved, that the Bar- 
rack-Maſters ſhall purchaſe Fire and Candles at the 
cheapeſt Price, and muſt accordingly deliver in their 
Accounts upon Oath, but theſe Oaths will not be be- 
heved. They muſt then apply to the ſeveral Perſons 
who ſold theſe ſeveral] Commodities, and procure their 
Vouchers and A fidavits for the ſpecial Rates and Quan- 
tities, but neither will theſe be credited. They muſt there- 
fore travel and apply further to two Juſtices, and procure 
their Certificates of the Reaſonableneſs of the Price. 
But ſuppoſe” theſe People with whom they deal, or 
the Juſtices to whom they apply, ſhould prove re- 
fractory to theſe Orders, where is the Remedy? or 
what are the Barrack-Maſters to have in Conſidera- 
tion of this Heap of Bargains, Oaths, Vouchers, Af- 
fidavits, Certificates, Journeys, and Applications ? 
even that individual Salary which is ſtopped and ap- 
plied to other Purpoſes. | 
Gentleman. I ſee indeed very evidently, that what- 


ever Savings were propoſed by Parliament, no Savings 
were 


Lr! 
were intended for Barrack-Maſters: But I am ſtrongly 
of Opinion, that under theſe Reſolutions that reſpect 
the Firing and Candles, however ſevere they may be 
to Barraek. niaſters, ſome real Saving may be made to 
the Nation. | | 

Farmer. Do you think ſo ? then let us put it to the 
Tryal. Do you ſtand for the Parliament, and, hard 
as the Conditions are, I am content, for a few Mi- 
nutes, to be a Barrack-Maſter, and now put all your 
Reſolutions in Force, or new-form and mould them 
at Pleaſure,” and try what hand you can make of me, 

Firft, There are only three Methods by which a 
Barrack:Maſter can provide Turf for his Barracks 
of theſe, the firſt and cheapeſt is, to cut them on his 
own Bog by the Hands of his own hired Servants 
the ſecond Method is, that of contracting with La- 
bourers at ſo much per Kiſh, to whom Half is to be 
payed in hand to carry on the Work, and the other 

alf on the Delivery of the Quantity agreed for; 

and the laſt, and by far the deareſt Method, is that 
which is appointed by Partiament, viz. to buy with 
ready Money, . | 
Gentleman. I will then change my Reſolutions, and 
compel you to the firſt and cheapeſt Method. 
Farmer, Then, Sir, you muſt quit your Claim to 
Oaths, - Vouchers and Certificates, becauſe-I cannot 
ſtrictiy give them on a Cateulation that isinits Nature 
incertan; and on the other hand, if you do not ex- 
act ſuch Oaths and Vouchers, I have it wholly in my 
Poyer to defraud you by an exorbitant Charge. 
Sentleman. Then I will oblige you to the ſecond 
Method.” © 2 | 
Farmer. This, Sir, is a higher Pitch than the Re- 
ſolutions of Parliament can ſoar, for you cannot 
oblige me to any Riſque of Damage, where I have 
no Poſſibility of Intereſt or Advantage. Now the 
Damages which I may incur on this Occaſion, are 
various, the Turf may be ſer on Fire in the Fields, 
or be rendered ufeleſs 5 wet. Seaſon, or may om 

es 2 
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be ſufficient in Quality or Quantity, or the Perſons 
with whom I contract may run away, or become in- 
ſolvent, of which 1 bave known ſcveral Inſtances 
and in all. theſe Caſes, I hope you have too much 
Equity, to require my Labour for nought, and to 
ſubject me to the Loſs beſide, AI i. 
Gentleman. I will then oblige you to contract, and 
will my felf run the Riſque of any accidental Da- 
mage. | 
Farmer. I adviſe you to ſome Caution on this 
Head alfo, I may otherwiſe contract with People, 
who, I know, will become inſolvent, in order to give 
you a Surfeit of your Savings, and to pumfh you for 
grudging me the Profits of my own Application. 
_ Gentleman, I find Iam then reduced to the Method 
which the Parliament themſelves have reſolved, and 
pray. why may not ſome Saving be made, even in 
this Way ? | 1 8. Hams; | 
Farmer. I will demonſtrate the Vanity of ſuch, an 
Expectation. 1 bee: the f | 
Too provide either a cheap or ſufficient Quantity of 
Turf for the Barracks, you muſt provide them in 
the Manner that People provide Turf for their own 
Families; that is to ſay, timely, and on Purpoſe, 
which can be done only by one of the two Methods 
already rejected. Wherefore, if I am precluded from 
theſe, I am reduced to the Neceſſity of purchaſing 
here and there where I can beſt pick them, up. But 
as People feldom cut more than they judge ſufficient 
for their Own occaſions, they will exact an extraor- 
dinary Price for what they can ill ſpare, and the Ne- 
ceſſity I am under, will tempt them to a further Ex- 
orbitance, and thus you will loſe more by your own 
Imprudence, than, you prevented me from gaining 
2 onrm wdft2 
Further, be pleafed to look on theſe ſeveral A ffi- 
davits, with the Vouchers and Certificates of five 
ſeveral Mayors, and ten ſeveral Sheriffs of the City 
ef Limerick, whereby it appears, that the t 
| aſter 
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Maſter of ſaid Diſtrict, hath conſtantly, during the 
laſt five Years, delivered a larger Meaſure of Coals 
to the Barracks, than he received at the Ship, and 
hath paid a larger Price at the Ship, Carriage, &c. 
included, than he was allowed by the Government. 
Now, as this Gentleman is hitherto under Con- 
tract for Firing, he is obliged to fit down with the 
Loſs, where, under the Reſolutions of Parliament, 
he would have had a further Demand of a very large 
Sum, notwithſtanding his own Induſtry and Ma- 
nagement; and this alſo may ſtand as a Sample of 
the Savings appointed to enrich a Nation. 

The ſecond Saving of Fire and Candles, propoſed 
by theſe Reſolutions, is to be made according to the 
Deficiencies of Officers and Men in every Barrack. 

Now if this Saving is to be made by Way of Pe- 
nalty for their Neglect of Duty, in not attending and 
reſiding at their particular Barracks, that is to ſay, 
if the Furlows they obtain from their ſuperior Officers 
are irregular, or of any pernicious Conſequence with 
reſpect to the Public, ſuch Savings are well intended, 
and it were to be wiſhed that ſome further Pe- 
nalties and Prohibitions were added. But if ſuch Fur- 
lows are regular and no way detrimental to the Pub- 
lic, I am not ſufficiently clear- ſighted to perceive the 
Iniquity of permitting Soldiers to ſave to themſelves 
the Fire and Candles in one Place, which they may 
be obliged to expend at another, 

However this Saving is reſolved to be made for 
the Nation; and the only Queſtion that remains, is, 
with reſpect to the Manner in which the Saving is ap- 
pointed to be made; and here indeed ſome little Dif- 
ficulty ariſes, as there are no leſs than three abſolute 
Impoſſibilities, all as abſolutely neceſſary for executing . 
this Reſolution of Parliament. * 

When a Barrack.Maſter comes to one of the Bar- 
racks of his Diſtri, in order to comply with this 
Reſolution, we will ſuppoſe that he firſt inquires what 
Officers and Men are abſent from ſaid Barracks; = 
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if he happens to be a Man who ſcruples to give a poſi. 
tive Oath on the incertain Affirmation of another, he 
may think it further requiſite to haye the Teftimony 
of his own Senſes, for which Purpoſe he traverſes 
Room after Room, and minutes down every Man he 
finds; but here again he may ſuſpect, and not with. 
out Reaſon, that tome whom he has left behind may 
again ſlip before him, in order by being twice num- 
bered to fill up the due Compliment of Men, and if 
he is not a Phiſiognomiſt 1 ;4 a moſt excellent Memo- 
ry, it may be difficult to detect the Fraud. Wherefore, 
he will find that the only ſure Foundation whereon 
he can build an Oath, is to Number the Tropps or 
Companies in-order as they ſtand before him, but here 
again it happens that the Officers refuſe to comply, 
and think it an Indignity to draw out their Men at 
the Command of a Barrack: Maſter. 

If all theſe Difficulties could be ſurmounted, the 
commanding Officer may yet tell him . Captain 
ſuch a one is gone to wait on his Lordſhip, and the 
young Cornet to pay his reſpects to the 1 dies, that 
ſeveral, of the Men are ordered out upon Buſineſs in 
the Neighbourhood, and that the next Day will re- 
turn them ta their Barracks. 

. Now, all this may. poſſibly be true, and it may poſ- 
ſibly be otherwiſe; the — Maſter therefore can 
ſwear to no more than he ſees; but this is not the 
Thing required, it is not to choſe who are preſent, 
but to thoſe who are abſent he muſt ſwear, it is not 
for what he does ſee, but forwhat he does not ſee, 
that his Oath i is exacted. 

Again, it is not to thoſe who are abſent for an 
Hour or a Day, but to thoſe who are abſent for a 
Week, that he muſt ſwear; and all this he might 
ſafely do, if in the firſt Caſe he was omaiſcient,” and 
in the ſecond omnipreſent z for as the ſeveral Barracks 
of his Diftrit happen to lye in ſeveral ; Places, it is 
neceſſary that the ſame Perſon at the fame Time ſhould 
be as ſeparate as his Barracks, to attend with Certain- 
ty, what happens or doth not happen therein. 


But 
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But even could he ſurmount all theſe Inſurmount- 
ables, he is further to give his. Oath before a Baron of 
the Exchequer, or a Maſter in Chancery, and here he 
would certainly meet with a Rebuff; becauſe no Man 
is by our Laws admitted to ſwear a Negative. 

But laſtly, ſuppoſe that our Parliament ſhould be 
ſo charitable as to often their Injunctions, and to re- 
quire no more than ſuch a Weekly Account of this 
Matter as was poſſible fox Mortals to give. Yet ſe- 
veral of theſe Diſtricts are about One- hundred Miles 
in Circuit, and ſeveral of our Barrack-Maſters are an- 
cient and gouty, long unaccuſtomed to ride Poſt, and 
who perhaps have never read the Hiſtories of Valen- 
tine and Orſon, where they might be inſtructed in the 
uſeful Manage of a Pacolet's Horſe. 

I have now gone through all the Reſolutions 
whereby any OS is L ſed to this Nation, or 
at any way rega n except 
that in the gad it is gp that no Fee ſhall be 
taken by any Inſpector from a Barrack-Maſter, and 
this I acknowledge to be an Injunction of much Pru- 
dence, as previous Care is taken that the Barrack- 
Maſters ſhall have nothing to beſto ww. 

Wherefore, we have nothing further than to con- 
ſider what the Iſſue of theſe Reſolutions will be, firſt 
with Reſpect to Barrack-Maſters, and ar with 
Reſpect to the Nation. 


The Conſequence of thel Rata, 
with Reſpect to Barrack-Maſters. 


IT H Reſpect to Barrack-Maſters, we find, 
that theſe Reſolutions have in the firſt place 
Wage them of any Advantage from the Indulgence 
of Overſeers; in the ſecond place, they are pinned 
down to all Repairs and Supplies on the Appoint- 


ments of the old Eſtabliſhmente ; again they are or- 
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dered to diſcount for theſe Appointments, that if any 
Saving 1s poſſible it may be made for the Nation. 
Again, if there are any Deficiencies they muſt ſupply 
them out of their own Fortunes. Again, leſt their 
own Induſtry ſhould be charged on ſuch Diſcount, 
they muſt produce Affidavits and Vouchers of the 
Purchaſe with ready Money. Again, left they ſhould 


have ready Money wherewith to purchaſe, their Ap- 


| 838 and Salaries are ti be ſtopped and applied 

y others; but laſtly, leſt they ſhould wax idle while 
others do their Buſineſs, they are appointed a Circuit 
of about a hundred Miles each Week, which Appoint- 
ment of ample Exerciſe, is the only Appointment that 
is leſt them. * 

This Treatment is exactly parallel to the Treatment 
of Job, where one Loſs and A ffliction ſtill followed 
another, till they came to his Fleſh and his Marrow; 
but I cannot promiſe that 'our Barrack-Maſters will 
be altogether ſo patient, and bleſs that Wiſdom 
which hath brought their Diſtreſſes upon them. 


J0 ſet the Caſe of Barrack-Maſters in a Light ſtill 


more apparent, let us ſuppoſe that whatever theſe 


Reſolutions expreſs, the Parliament did really and 


equitably intend, that Barrack-Maſters ſhould expend 
no more than they received ; and that at fome Time 


or other they ſhould be paid their old Salary in Conſi- 


deration of their Labour, : 
This indeed is comparatively a very gracious Hy- 
Pen fayourable to Barrack-Maſters; 
t us ſee then upon this Footing how the Matter will 
ſtand. . 21h ft Bev 4 ba; . 
Firſt then, as the Barrack-Maſter is to account 
upon Oath for all Sums by him expended for the Uſe 
of the Barracks, he can have no poſſible Perquiſite, 
and then his only Subſiſtance will be the Salary of 


Fifty Pounds, whereof he muſt give Ten Pounds 


yearly at leaſt to Servants who attend throughout his 
Diſtrict, to keep the ſeveral Barracks clean, the Chim- 
neys ſwept, to change the Sheeting, ſupply Straw, 

receive 


. 
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57 
receive and deliver out Turf, Candles, Sc. and then 


Forty Pounds remain. 

But further, as the Circuits of ſeveral of theſe 
Barrack-Maſters conſiſt of about One hundred Miles, 
whereof a weekly Journey may be deemed exceſſive 
to ſome of our infirm Barrack-Maſters, eſpecially on 
Foot, and in a Winter Seaſon : I conceive it may 
appear reaſonable to a Parliament of a humane and 
benevolent Diſpoſition, that they ſhould be permitted 
to ride; for which . purpoſe they may hire a Hoby, 


. perhaps at a Halfpenny per Mile, which with fix 


\ 


ence per Night at the Inn, will amount Weekly to 
the Sum of 75. 8d. for their Horſe onl) 7 

With Regard to their perſonal Expences we ſhould: 
conſider that Travelling is chargeable ; but we are 
alſo compelled to conſider that the Fund is but ſmall; 
however, as Innkeepers may not be ſatisfied, that our 
' Barrack-Maſters ſhould eat Hay with their Horſes at 
free Quarters, we muſt venture to allow them a Pot 
and a' Loaf in the Day, and a Pot and a+ Loaf at 
Night, which making 35. 64. per Week, with the 
former 75s. 84. will amount to 115. 2d. weekly, 
and yearly will amount to the Sum of 29 J. os. 8 d. 
which deducted from 40 /. leaves a Remainder of 
100. 196. 4d. 

We are again to deliberate, whether in theſe cold 
and damp Climates ſome Kind of Cloathing may not 
be neceſſary; and more eſpecially as Riding is a great 
Wearer of Britches, I believe that we may allow, 
on the ſevereſt Calculation, the Sum of 3. 199. 4d. 
Yearly, to furniſh ſome Kind of ſecond hand Hats, 
Wigs, Coats, Linnen, Bridles or Halters, Straw for 
Iriſh Sadcles, and Hay for Irifh-. Boots and then 
Seven pounds remain. / 

Moreover, theſe Men who are Wer to be the 
zealous and diſintereſted Servants of the Public, 
will find it neceſſary, at leaſt prudent, in driving their 
Bargains with Turf-Cutters, Chandlers, — 
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Slaters, Plaiſterers, Smiths, Nailers, Carpenters, 
Linnendrapiers, Woollendrapiers, Glaziers, Uphold. 
ers, Ironmongers, Pavers, Cc. to ſpend an odd 
Twopence in expedient Tipling, whereby they may 
fave a Groat or Sixpence to a frugal Government; 
which Method has been approved and found ſucceſs- 
ful by all the Naturaliſts and Philoſophers ,who 
frequent Fairs, or profeſs Jockeying ; foraſmuch as 
Liquor opens the Heart, humantes the Countenance, 
and makes Man more obvious and acquainted in his 
Dealings; wherefore this ſingle Article at a moderate 
Computation will come to o. 15. 2d. per Week, 
which in the Year comes to 3 J. os. 8d. which de- 

ducted from 7 l. leaves a Remander of 31. 19s 4d. 
L Laſtly, chis remainder of 30. 197. 44. muſt be 
further anſwerable to the nce of four ſeveral 
yearly Journeys to Dublin, to the Expence af Num- 
berleſs Affidavits before Judges and Juſtices, to the 
Expence of many other Journeys to procure Barrack. 
Proviſions, and to the Expence of Clerks, Paper, Sc. 
for drawing an Infini — and Certificates; 
and the Remainder of this Remainder will be literally 
and truly the only Wages or Reward which Barrack- 
Maſters can poſſibly receive, for all their Toil, their 
Care, their Fidelity, their Economy, the Impairing 
of Health, the riſque of Life, and an annual Jour- 
ney of about 6000 Miles, which (provided they are 
righteous in their Calling) muſt ſhortly reduce them 
to the Wages of the Sinner, for tbe Wages of Sin is 
Death. | | | 

If theſe Servants of the Public were once indulged 
in Finery, does it therefore become neceſſary firſt to 
trip them to the Skin, and ſecondly to appoint them 
tenfold Laboyr ? 

If I have a Tree that wants pruning, ſhall I there- 
fore lop it by the Roots? or what Quantity of Fruit 
can be reaſonably expected, where nothing is left to 
bear ? 1 . 

Few are the Faults imputed to Barrack-Maſters, 


and ſtill fewer are the Barrack-Maſters to whom thoſe 
Faults 
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Faults are imputed; ſhall Juſtice then launch her Bol 
tore Dikerameer?- thall the — Guile 
be made by the Sacrifice of the Innocent? This was not 
the Judgment that paſſes even upon Sodom, nor ſuch 
the LEOIsLA ro who viſited the Sins of Gomorrab. 
There, Ten Righteous Perſons were held ſufficient to 
preſerve a whole Nation from Deſtruction: But here,. 
on the Preſumption that a Few may be Criminals, all 
the Righteous are involved in the ſame Condemnation. 
Bet, pulcbrum eſt pro Patria mori, and - theſe Men 
it ſeems are our Hibernian Decii devoted by the Par- 
liament to the Savings of their Country. Wherefore 
the laſt thing to be inquired, is, whether this Perditi- 
on of Barrack-Maſters will be a Saving to the Nation. 


The Conſequence of theſe Reſolutions 
with reſpe to the NATION. 


N all Inſtitutions eſtabliſhed for public Emolument, . 
the moſt evident Rules of good Policy are, firſt 
by all poſſible Means to debar the Perſons employed 
from defrauding the Public, and ſecondly by all poſ- 
ſible Means to. engage them to ſerve the Public. - - 
Wherefore, as the Actions of all Men are deter- 
mined by fame Motive, .the only Method in the firſt 
Caſe will be, to take away every poſſible Motive for de-. 
frauding the Public, and in the ſecond to add every 
poſſible Motive for ſerving the Public. ** 
To apply theſe Maxims to the Inſtitution of Bar- 
MN Barrack- Maſters; whole Employment it is 
to ſupport and provide ſaid Barracks, will, upon due 
Calculation, accept of certain Appointments, as a Suf- 


f lciency for ſuch purpoſes, and will oblige themſelves 


in conſideration of ſaid Appointments to ſupport and 
provide ſaid Barracks, theſe Men are then limited in 
their Expectations, beyond which they can have no 
pointe Motive or Advantage by defrauding the Pub. 
ic; and the Expence of the Public is alla limitted, 


beyond which no Fraud can happen, 


* 
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In the ſecond Place, to give to theſe Men every 
poſſible Motive for ſerving the Public, it is as evi. 
dently neceſſary that the ſufficieney of the Appoint- 

ments ſhould be fuch, as will admit ſome matter of 
Profit to Barrack-Maſters in every ſeparate Article; 
Intereſt and Duty would then go hay in hand, and 

Inclination join with Engagement in the ſame Service. 
It is an old and true ſaying that well done is twice done, 
they would therefore repair firmly to prevent future 
Breaches, and in order to furniſh the Cheapeſt, they 
would furniſn the beft kind of Commodities, as being 
the leaſt ſubject to Decay. And thus the Public 
would be effectually and unavoidably ſerved, by all 
the poſſible Means, that theſe Men could propoſe as 
a Matter of Advantage to their own private Intereſts. 

But now in order to conform to the Wiſdom of 
theſe Maxims, and to enforce the 9 of them 

for the Support and Advantage of ſo neceſſary a Part 
of our Conſtitution and Eſtabliſhment, we ſhall find 
that the Parliament have taken a Method, altogether 
new, curious, and extraordinary. They Vote that 
Barrack-Maſters ought to account upon Oath, for all 
Sums expended by them for the uſe of the Barracks, 
and that proper Vouchers ought to be produced, for all 
Money laid out on Account of the Barracks. 

From theſe Reſolutions I will now demonſtrate three 
neceſſary Inferences ; firſt, that all Bounds and Limi- 
tations of the Public Expence are wholly taken away. 
Secondly, that every Motive for ferving the Public is 
taken away; and thirdly that to add to this Expence 
on one fide, and to this Neglect on the other, the 
very Means of Frugality and Care are taken away 
alſo - © $77 f Kt! | 15484. 

Firſt then, if theſe Men will Account upon Oath. 
agreeable to the Reſolutions, and prodyce additional 
Affidavits, Vouchers, and Certificates in atteſtation: 
of ſuch Account, they have performed the Fulneſs 
of the Duty required; for they cannot legally be 
compelled to account for more than they received. 

| Wherefore 
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Wherefore if it ſhould happen that any Proviſions are 
yet unfurniſhed, or any Repairs unfiniſhed, the Ex- 
nce becomes unlimited, and farther Sums muſt ſtill 
1 appointed, or the Eſtabliſhment left to Decay. 
Secondly, as Intereſt or Affection are the only Mo- 
tives to Diligence, all Intereſt is precluded by the 
Reſolutions themſelves, and Barrack-Maſters will 
ſcarce be careful of Savings through Affection to a 
Government ſo careful of prohibiting the leaſt _ 


to themſelves. 


Laſtly, as Savings are chiefly made by perſonal 


| Management and Application. Theſe Vouchers or 


Receipts, Will be accountable for. ready Money only, 
and thus the very means of Frugality and Care are 
taken away, which therefore adds to the National Ex- 
pence, and deducts from the National Service. 

Our firſt Overſeers, in order at once to ſerve and 
make a Saving to the Nation, took away every Mo- 
tive for defrauding the Nation, and * _ 
Motive for ferving the Nation. 

Our Overſeers in Parliament, in — to a great- 
er Saving to the Nation, have added every Motive 
for defrauding the Nation, and * away n 
Motive for ſerving the Nation. 

The firſt Saving and Service was actually mee 
The Parliamentary Saving and Service, is yet, only 
in Expectation. + 

Before the firſt Eſtabliſhment, the Expence of Bar- 
racks was great by being unlimited; on the Eſtabliſh- 
ment it became leſs by being limitted; and now it is 
to become {till leſs by being unlimitted as at firſt. 

The firſt Barrack-Maſters were — in in 
Point of | Honeſty, they received all Things freſh'and 
ſtaunch, Labour was cheaper, Goods rated lower, all 
kinds of Management and Economy were permit- 
ted, even further Indulgencies were ſometimes added, 
and yet their Appointments were ſuppoſed to be bare- 
ly ſufficient. 

Our 
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Our preſent Barrack-Mafters are arraigned in Point 
Honeſty, their Barracks are ruinous, Labour is 
dearer, Goods rate much higher, all kinds of Ma- 
nagement and good CEconomy are prohibited, fur- 
ther 3 have talcen — Place 4 —— Indul- 
gencies, and yet it is ex „that from ſuch Knaves 
— ſuch Difficulties, a Saving is to be made. 
True, but for this Purpoſe a new Eſtabliſhment is 
formed, an Eſtabliſhment of Oaths, Vouchers and 
Certificates, | | 

We have very lately a moſt flagrant Inſtance of the 
mighty Advantage propoſed by the Certificates of 
ices, and Affidavits of Workmen, Sc. who are 
inted by Parliament as Inſpectors of better Con- 
_— thoſe in Place. Now I * ſeen — 
compared Report of Mr. Lenox the Inf! I 
with the R of theſe ſeveral —— In- 
ſpectors, and find that the Report of this ſingle In- 

ſpector, ſhews leſs Favour to Barrack- Maſters, and 
claims greater Confidence from-the Public, than the 

Reports of all the Parliamentary Inſpectors united. 
Oaths, - Vouchers and Certificates, may indeed 
oblige Barrack-Maſters to be ſtrict in their Accounts, 
either for Conſcience fake, or for fear of being de- 
tected; but Oaths, Vouchers and Certificates, will 
not oblige them to be careful, active, or zealous, 
and without any one of theſe three Qualities, there 
needs no Prophet” to foreſee how Matters will be ma- 
naged, and how worthily the Nation will be ſerved, 
where Indolence and Neglect are the higheſt Virtues 
to be expected. 5 
Wie muſt ſuppoſe theſe Barrack - Maſters either to 
de Men of Integrity, or not to be Men of Integrity. 
If they are Men of Integrity, their Affidavits, 
Vouchers and Certificates, will all be juſt and true, 
but then this Integrity will not oblige them to any 
Riſque of their own Subſtance, in order for a great- 
er Advantage to the Nation, and yet this is what 
Men venture dayly in their own Affairs, where the 
Probability 
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Probability of Gain overbalances the Probability of 
Loſs. — — oblige them to ex- 
pend their own Subſtance, Time, or Toil, in labour- 
ing, travelling, attending, contriving, or ſecking ex- 
traordinary Opportunities of Bargains or Purchaſes, 
where no Profit can poſſibly accrue to themſelves; 
and yet this very Difference 5 one and the ſame Man 
honeftly dealing for another, but prudently dealing 
for himſelf, may poſſibly amount to the Difference of 
five Thouſand Pounds in ten Thouſand, and will 
probably amount to the Difference of one Third in 
moſt kinds of Dealing. 

But if Integrity can make no Saving under theſe 
Reſolutions, what a Loſs muſt enſue ſhould TROY 
take Place, 

May not the Senſe of Truth. and Honour grow 
callous by the. perpetual: buffetting of Oaths ? Such a 
Complication of Affidavits is a kind of Armour forg- 
ed for Conſciences, that may ſteel them to all At- 
tacks; may not ſome hold themſelves obliged no fur- 
ther than the Letter? May not others ſtudy to evade 
the very Letter itſelf? And will fuch — Maſters 
be illeberal of the Money of a Government which is 
itſelf ſo very liberal of all Labours, and ſo averſe to 
any Advantage of Barrack - Maſters? Each Queſtion 
is an Anſwer to itſelf. 

Thus the Parliament in order to make a Saving to 


this Nation, have made uſe of every Stratagem by 
which a Loſs may be introduced, and in order to ſup- 


port our Barrack Eſtabliſhment, have been ingenious 
in every Method that could OR to its Deſtruc- 
tion. 

Such, Sir, is your favourite Syſtem of Reſolutions, 
which is more pro ly a Diſſolution of the whole 


Syſtem at once; and thus what you call Reforming I 


have proved to be deforming, what you ſtile Order 
and Harmony, I have proved to be Chaos and Con- 

n. 
Two 
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Iwo Coutitrymen of mine meeting on a Morning, 

the one who had a ſhattered Spade in his Hand re- 
ueſted the other to mend it, but he with much Mo- 

deſty and good Senſe declined the Tafk, and aſſign- 

ed a very juſt Reaſon. Ora Honey, ſaid he, when- 

ever I mend a Thing I ſpoil it. 


The Importance of the Barrack-Efta- 
bliſhment. 


B UT all Things elſe apart. This, Sir, is no 
D Trifle whereupon we have debated ; whatever 
ought to be dear, whatever ought to be ſacred to 
Man, is comprehended in this Subject. The Eſta: 
bliſkment of our Barracks was introduced with the 
Revolution, and is incorporated with the Benefits 
thereof. Upon this Baſis is built a Conſtitution the 
beſt erected of any that the World now contains; and 
this Part thereof is the only Rampart by which the 
whole is detended. Our Lives, our Properties, our 
Religion, our Libertics are no otherwiſe aſſured ; and 
this Inſtitution. is the very Guardian appointed to de- 
fend that illuſtrious Lineage whoſe Majeſty fills the 
Throne, and in whom Gop. grant the Scepter of 
theſe Nations to continue for ever. | 
I am therefore extreamly far from imagining that 
our Houſe of Commons actually intended the leaſt 
hurt to this valuable Eſtabliſhment. They were mis- 
informed and therefore they deviated, they were mis- 
guided and it-15 therefore alone that they went aſtray. 
Our Parliament in the general may not be altogether 
as learned nor as diſcerning as ſome others, but then 
they are as Loyal and as Honeſt as any Extant. 
The long Experience of fifty Years hath demon- 
ſtrated, that this our Inſtitution of Barracks hath been 
effectual to the Preſervation of Peace, to our Pro- 
tection from Invaſion, to the Prevention of inte ſtine 


Riots and Rebellions, to the Suppreſſion of Rob- 
| berics 
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beries and Thefts, to the Encouragement of Com- 
merce, the Inſurance of Property, and to the Con- 
firmation of our Liberties in every Branch, There 
is therefore no Farmer, no Stockmaſter, no Tradeſ- 
man, no Proprietor of Houſe or Holding, there is 
no Lover of his Country, no Lover of his own In- 
tereſts in this Kingdom, who grudges his Proper. 
tion of any Tax which he pays, to the Support of 
an Eſtabliſhment ſo neceſſary to the Support of our 
Conſtitution itſelf. - | 

Wherefore, when I ſee our Gentry, our Men of 
Equipage and Superfluity, ſo very cloſe in their Sa- 
vings on this Head; it puts me in mind of a Story 
which is not wholly impertinent. res 
A certain Houſeholder, who lived in the County 
of Cavan, had a very large Family but a very ſmall 
Income. No Man could be more laviſh with reſpect 
to himſelf, no Man more frugal with reſpect to his 
Family. His Home he as little regarded as frequent- 
ed, but ſpent in foreign Riots nine Tenths of the whole 
Living of his Houſhold, On a Day as he was drink- 
ing with his jolly Compeers, his Wife happened to 
call at the Inn, and he with unuſual Condeſcenſion 
deſired her Company z his poor Conſort was highly 
Pleaſed with the Honour he did her, but obſerving 
that the Shillings were flying in Abundance, ſhe 

ntly whiſpercd in his Ear to ſave one Sixpence to 
buy Bread for. the Family, whereupon, he returned 
to his uſual ill Temper, and cried——Foman! this 


buying of Bread will undo us. 


There is an old Saying, Sir, that Charity begins 
at home, and I wiſh that it was verified in ſome of 
our Members of Parliament, and that the Charity 


which they ſo zealouſly expreſs for their Country, had 


commenced in the Retrenchment of their. own Ex- 
ceedings, as well foreign as domeſtic, 
Gentleman, I once more adviſe you to Caution; 
the unguarded Eaſe and Freedom with which you ge- 
nerally expreſs yourſelf, r at ſome time bring you 
4 | inte. 
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into Trouble; 1 believe you mean well, but J afſure 
you that on a lighter Occaſion I have known a Man 
called before the Houle, 6 gr n 
Farmer. Sir, the Houſe would do me a vaſt deal of 
Honour; but here you happen quite to miſtake the 
Matter, This is a Land of Liberty, Liberty of 
which our Parliament are themſelyes the Patrons, 
and not the Reprovers; here, even the Appearance 
of Reaſon is to be encountered by Reaſon alone, and 
not checked by Terrors, or puniſhed by Stripes; ſuch 
an Inſtance of Power, proceeding from that hpnpur- 
able Houſe, might hereafter return to their own Door, 
It is the Right, and perhaps the Duty of every Free- 
holder in the Nation to adviſe our Repreſentatives 
any Error in their Debates, their Intentions, or even 
their Reſolutions before they paſs into an Act; and 
Falſhood and Diſſimulation muſt range wide and un- 
bounded indeed, where Truth cannot tread but by 
the Rein and the Trammel. 
But poſſibly you yourſelf have all this time miſappre- 
hended the Fact. Where I ſpeak of the Parliament 
reſolving ſo or ſo, I would not be underſtopd that 
they unanimouſly concurred in ſach Reſolutipns, for 
in Truth the Public are well apprized to the contrary. 
Some Members, who were true Loyers of their Coun. 
try, were yet ſeduced by the outward Glare and falſe 
Phantom of Reaſon which others had conjured up. 
Some again doubted, but had not Leiſure or Oppor. 
tunity to examine Appearances, and theſe thought it 
beſt to be ſilent where they could not confute. Others 
actually forefaw the "pernicious Structure of which 
theſe Reſolutions were laying the corner Stones, and 

ave many Signs of their Diſapprobation; while a 


Few were bold enough to oppoſe, but were unhap- 
pily overborn by the Current, n. 
I tell you in the Sincerity of my Heart and Per. 
ſwaſion, that from their Speater, who is their Chief 
in Merit as in Station, there are ſeveral thtough that 
Honourable" Houſe, who are truly and worthily to be 

h * 
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reſpected And where's that Palace tohereinto fou 
Things will not intrude—— Wherefore 1 would rather 
faffer all the Penalties that Power could inflict, than 
that one good Man ſhould. be, offended, - 

But if there are any among them, who are kindled 
by private Motives under a Shew of public Zeal, Jet 
ſuch ſtand ſorth, for ſuch have I offcaded. IF there 


Are any among then, bo? 2. © 5%. Y. # 
. 2 SE -&.90 &.: * 
- 


@ #* # #6 # & 4 # # # 


If there are any among them, who. 
Gs  % + 6 „ # * 


1 
eee 
If there are any among them, who * * *® 


* 
** % „ „ # #4 „ „% „6660 
ene ſuch ſtand farth for ſuch 


have I offended. . 
- Gentleman, There are none ſuch, none = 
Farmer. Then none have I offended, 
Gentleman, 1 acknowledge, that if any. Savings 
may be made, you have now, ſhewn to a Nemonſtra. 
tion that the Parliament have not hit on the Method. 
Will you then, among ourſelves, be ſo kind to in- 
form me whether any Savings may really be made, 
and what Method you judge moſt conducive to ſuch 
an End. — You ſeem to heſitate. | 
Farmer. The Truth is, that I do not chuſe to give 
in my Anſwer to this Interrogatory. If any Savings 
could be made, and that they were really to be ap- 
plied to Purpoſes ſo worthily romantic, as thoſe to 
which you aſſigned them at the Beginning of our 


\ Diſcourſe, were I myſelf a Barrack-Maſter, I, would 


be the firſt to abridge my own Intereſts, on ſo tempt- 
ing an Occaſion, 

To a Work ſo glorious let us all give a helping 
hand, let the poor Man ſpare from his Pittance, and 
the Wealthy pour out of their Abundance, let French 


Claret and French Cooks be baniſhed the Nation, let 


NN forego its Expence, and Greatneſs its lazy 
E 2 Equi- 
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Equipages, let our Beaus learn wherefore they have 
Legs, let our Coaches carry none but Criples; let 
no Honours be payed to Inſolence, nor Homage to 
the Drones of the Land; and let not our Diſtinc- 
tions be of Title and of 'Dreſs, but of our Love to 
our Kind, and our Service to our Country, 

- Theſe, Sir, ought to be the firſt, but will really 
be the laſt Articles, whereout any Savings will ever 
be attempted for Ireland. But if neither out of theſe, 
nor any other Articles, any Savings whatever were 
intended for any one of the Uſes you propoſed, will 
you then tell me (if the Perquiſites of People in Em- 
ploy ment are to be accounted as Plunder) why Bar- 
rack -Maſters may not have a right to come in with 
other Officers for Snacks. 

Perhaps I can rather ſnew you that there is no Bo- 
dy of Men who better merit Indulgence, than theſe 
whom you ſo lately ſtiled Profligates, neither any So- 
ciety who would diſpoſe of ſuch Bounties, with more 
Advantage to the Public, or Benefit to the State. 

It is not that ſeveral of theſe Barrack-Maſters are 
of good Fortune and Diſtinction in their Countries, 
Juſtices, High-Sheriffs, or in Parliament Such 
Virtues may be found in other Men : But they have 
in the firſt Place formed a little Inſtitution amon 
themſelves, well worthy the Imitation of all Societies, 
whether eccleſiaſtical, civil or military, whereby they 
contribute five and forty Pounds yearly to, the Wi. 
dow and Family of every deceaſed Barrack-Maſter, 
and in this they have given a very high Inſtance of 
their general Humanity and Benevolence. 

In the ſecond Place, upon the great and juſt Alarm 
of the late Rebellion, theſe very Profligates deputed 
a worthy Gentleman of their Body, by whom they 
propoſed to contribute their ſeveral Salaries amount- 
ing to 1300 l. yearly, for raiſing and maintaining an 
independent Company, by which Offer they gave a 
very high Proof of their Loyalty and Affection to 
Nu 77 7 5 * and of their a to the 
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Proteſtant Religion and our preſent happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and all their Letters are warm with that gal- 
lant Zeal and Fire which was apt to the Occaſion, 
but then it may be obſerved * * * *,#* ®* 
© E70-A 0-0 e700: 8,0. 0. 
After all, could theſe Savings have been actually 
made, every conſiderate Man muſt know that they 
could never produce any Saving ta the Nation, 1 
Saving, or gaining, to a public or private Purſe, 
amounts exactly to the ſame Sum total, for there 
never was a Saying of greater Truth or better OEco- 
nomy, than ihat ſo much ſaved is ſo much got. As 
all Savings therefore are juſt ſo much. Gains, we may 
put them under the ſame Title, and conſider the. ſe- 
veral Methods of gaining to a Nation, all which 
Methods may be juſtly ranked and comprehended 
under three Heads, 44: | 
The firſt is that of preventing Money from leav- 
ing the Kingdom, the ſecond is that of bringing Mo- 
ney into the Kingdom, and the third is that of mak- 
ing the Kingdom yield a larger Value in Commodities 
for Uſe or Exportation, | | 
Now each of theſe are well worth the Attention of 


Parliament; and I will ſhew you, at ſome other time, 


the ſeveral Articles under each Head, in which our 
Houſe of Commons might interpoſe, with great Ad-, 
vantage to the Nation, and as great Honour to them- 
ſelves, But in the mean time it is evident that the 
national Savings, propoſed by retrenching the Ap- 
pointments either of Soldiers or Barrack-Maſters, 
cannot poſſibly be introduced to any one of theſe 
Claſſes, but make a Chapter of Savings by themſelves, 
wholly new and extraordinary. | 
The Money, committed to the Hands of Bar. 
rack-Maſters, is actually much better diſpoſed for the 
Advantage of the Public, than if it was laid up in 
the Treaſury, ſince it returns again in the moſt be- 
neficial Channel that any Money can circulate, which 
is the Employment of 21 and 2 
3 0 
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of domeſtic Trade and Induſtry, So that this great 
Noiſe happened to be made about ſaving ſo many 
thouſand of Pounds to the Nation, one Penny of 
which could not poſſibly be loſt. 
Give me leave. alſo to drop a Word or two in fa- 
vour of our Soldiers. | 
By the Inſtitution of our Barracks, theſe Men are 
kept apart from the People, in the Eye and Obe- 
dience of their reſpective Officers, and are thereby 
withheld from inſulting or being inſulted, as is com- 
monly the Caſe in ſcattered Quarters. By being thus 
united as one Body, they become more active and 
powerful for the Suppreſſion of Riots in others, they 
become alſo more formidable to the Lovers of Sedi- 
tion, and Peace is thereby preſerved through the Na- 
tion. They further become more Convenient and 
apt to the Voice and Direction of their Commanders, 
Uſe and Frequency give an Eaſe and Expertneſs to 
their ſeveral Exerciſes, and they are actually reputed 
the beſt diſciplined Army upon Earth. From this 
Diſcipline alſo they acquire a Modeſty and Regula. 
Tity of Manners, and are truly an Example of De- 
cency and good Behaviour to the Towns and Vil- 
lages wherein they dwell. | 
_ © Independent of theſe great Advantages which are 
every way worthy of Reward, our Soldiers in many 
other Reſpects are good Commonwealth's Men; and 
are very far from lying a Burden on the Nation. 
Numbers of them are bred to different Trades and 
Crafts, and labour diligently in Manufactures of 
public Utility, while others are induſtrious and oblig- 
ing to the Neighbours in Times of a diſtreſsful 
Hare, Go. -: 1 nt 
As to our Officers they are generally either Men 
of Letters, or to ſome Branches of a politer Education 
have added the Knowledge of the World; by which 
they have improved their natural Talents, and ſmooth- 
ed their natural Tempers; wherefore we ſee few Gen- 
tlemen ſo cautious of offending by their Actions, by 
. * 0 
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Is eaſy, and agreeable in their. Addreſs, Theſe Man. 
hers haye rendered their Acquaintance deſirable where. 
ever they paſs z in ſhort they conſtitute the beſt Aca- 
demy that this nation can boaſt, for a Science the moſt 
becoming to Man; a Cothplacence and Propriety of 
Behaviour z and it is principally due to their Exam- 
ple, that out young Squires and Cubs of the Country 
are at any Time reduced to the Form of Humanity. 
Such are not the Expences, but ſuch in Truth are 
the Advantages, from which we ſeem at preſent in- 
clined to ſave this Nation, | | 
Is it not apparent, that any one Abſentee, who 
ſpends but a thouſand Pounds yeatly abroad, which 
he draws from this Kingdom, never more to be re- 
turned by any Reimburſement of Caſh or Service, is 
a thouſand times more unjuſt and injurious to his 
Countty, than the whole Body of Soldiers and Bats 
rack. Maſters united; es | 
la my Neighbourhood, there lived a Gentleman of 
great Wiſdom, Worth and Fortune; and near him 
a poot Man who had a tolerable good. Heart but a 
very weak Underſtanding. The rich Man had ſe- 


veral Ponds, Lakes and Fountains in his Gardens and 


Fields j the poor Man had only one Spring- well in 
his Yard, which however, with ſome little Preven- 
tion of Damms and Enclofures, would have been ſufs 
ficient for his Family and his Cattle. 

_ Nature had formed a Declivity from the poot 
Man's Yard to the rich Man's Garden, by which 
means; ſhould any new Springs be diſcovered, ſhould 
additional Water be imported by the Induſtry of the 
Family, or ſhould extraordinary Showers fall down 
from Heaveri the rich Man of Neceſſity received the 
Advantage, for whatever was ſuperfluous to the Oc- 
caſions of this Family flowed to him by an caſy 
Deſcent; $5 
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This poof Man had a very large Family of Chil- 
dren, and like the generality of Parents was ever 
tondeſt of thoſe who leaſt merited his favour, Seve- 
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ral of theſe his a Sons were ingenious in many 
Contrivances for diſſipating this Family Fountain: 
ſome proved Scoops and Engines that played to a 
great Elevation, by which this Wer was turned in- 
to a Miſt, and ed off by the paſſing Wind; 
others imported à Variety of Fewel, and by the 
Means of Fire Engines, cauſed great Quantities to 


evaporate; while others again were dayly indefatiga- 


ble in draining this Spring to the very Bottom, with 
this Water they filled their a Buckets, and 
were hugely delighted with the Employment of car- 
rying them to the rich Man's Garden, where they 
emptied them into Ponds that already overflowed; 
inſomuch that if that wiſe and worthy Man, in Cha- 
Fity as well as Prudence, had not made ſome whole- 
ſome Orders for the Supplys of ſaid Spring, the 
Source might in Time have dried up, and the whole 


Family have periſhed by Thirſt. 


In the mean Time no one could appear more ſoli- 
citous than the poor and ſimpie Houſholder for the 
Savings of his Water, It never entered into his Head 
that the Means recited could occaſion the leaſt Dimi- 
nution. But when ſuch of his Children as were en- 
gaged in his Domeſtick Affairs, when ſuch as 
were buſied in preſerving Peace and good Order 
in his Family, when fuch as were employed in 
preventing any Encroachment on this his Spring 
being overtoiled with Labour, required a necet 
ſary NN could he retrench their Cup, he 
gloried in his Policy; nor once reflected that what- 
ever they drank, paſſed through their Bodies, and 
being ſtrained and philtrated by the Gravel, returned 
to its native Fountain as pure as ever, and without 
the Loſs of a ſingle Drop. 

Have you any thing further to advance in behalf 
of theſe Reſolutions? 

Gentleman. Nor ever ſhall, I promiſe you. 

Farmer. Then, Sir, I will tell you of one honour- 
able Advantage, which you have not hit upon, and 
a Pity, as it is the only Advantage of * 

| they 
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they will ever be capable with reſpect to this: Na. 


When theſe Reſolutions ſhall be trariſlated into fos' 
reigi Languages, and transferred to foreign Countries, 
when they are further delivered down by Hiſtorians 
to after Ages, as a Model whereby they ſhould form 
their Economy, how greatly amazed will Poſterity 
be at the Zeal and Fervency of .a Body of Patriots, 
ſo ſedulouſly employed, ſo minutely inquiſitive into 
Specks ſcarce diſcernable in ſo great a Conſtitation 1 
with what Rectitude will they conceive. all the Offices 
throughout our State to be executed, where ſuch Pre- 
cautions are taken againſt the Poſſibility of Fraud in 
the loweſt. How wealthy muſt they conclude the 
public Purſe of that People, whoſe Legiſlature con- 
deſcends to ſuch articulate Savings! How clear ny 
will imagine this Kingdom to have been from all © 
manner of Rapine or Impoſition! For they will 
never think it poſſible, that the Princes of u 
ſhould deſcend to hunt Frogs, while there were Foxes 
or Wolves to chaſe in the Foreſt. 

Here the Farmer was ſilent, and ſeemed. a long 
Time inattentive to what paſſed in the Company 3 
after much Debate, half Whiſpering, and Conſul- 
tion, a Gentleman was deputed to addreſs him in 
theſe Words, of Yar nen 

Sir, You unkindly declined to give us your Opi- 
nion of a Method by which ſome Saving might 
poſſibly be made to this Nation on the Head of Bar- 
racks. However, we have attempted ſomething in 
this Way without your Aſſiſtance ; and we conceive, 
that the beſt Lover of his Country, cannot wiſh for 
a Saving more valuable, than that which may be 
made by our Scheme, LOVE 

The Saving we intend, is no leſs than the Saving 
of our Conſtitution it ſelf, the Saving of the Prote- / 
ſtant Religion, and the Saving of Peace, Property 
and Liberty to this Kingdom; all which, we con- 
ceive, may be accompliſhed by the Saving of this 

vary 
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very Laſtitntion of Barracks, ſo facred to the Memo- 
Ms that glorious Deliverer, in whoſe Wiſdom i 
yas for thoſe Purpoſes eſtabliſhed, _ 5 
* N for this End, we have teſol ved upon 
0% That an Eſtimate be immediately made of 
the Sum neceſſary for ene and repairing the 
Barracks of this Kingdom, in ſuch a Manner, that 
lame may be . ſufficient, with due Care, for the 
eception, of his Majeſty's Forces; during the 
Term of n TARA SES, ſhall * 
made. by ons - no. way to be concerned in the 
15 Building. -5 Repairs, but that the ſaid Sum 
l, for ſaid Purpoſes, be given to the ſeveral Bar- 
_ tack-Maſters,. whoſe Intereſt it is to ſupport the ſaid 
Buildings, or to ſuch other Perſons as the. Overſeers 
11 of better Confidence for ſo important 4 
ork... 


+» Secondly, That on the Advance of {aid Sum for 
taid Purpoſes, the : ſeveral Barrack-Maſters ſhall be 
obliged to perfect freſh Contracts, by wnich they ſhall 
engage to ſupport ſaid Buildings (extraordinary Ac- 
cidents excepted) and to ſupply the due Quantities of 
Bedding, Utenſils, Straw, Fire, Candles, c. upon 
the uſual Appointments, for the ſaid Term of Twenty 
Years. That during ſaid Term, no further Indul- 
ſhall be allowed to any Barrack-Maſter, but 
that on the firſt approved Complaint againſt a Barrack- 
Maſter, he ſhall be ſuſpended till Amendment, and 
dn a Repetition of ſuch Complaint, turned out of his 
Employment, and compelled with his Securities to 
make good all Deficiencies to his Succeſſor. 
. Thirdly, That at the Expiration of the ſaid twenty 
Years, the like Eſtimate ſhall be renewed and ſo for- 
ward; and in the mean Time that all wholeſome 
Orders formerly made by Overſeers ſhall be revived, 
and particularly that, the Officers. and Barrack-maſters 
ſhall be obliged to indent throughout the ſeveral Di- 
ſtricts, 
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hereby incurred the Reproach of betrayin 


„„ 
ktricts, which Indentures ſhall onte iti every Yeat be 
returned to the Board of Overſeers; that by compar 
ing them with the Reports of the Inſpectors, the 
Board may better judge of the Condition of the ſaid 


' 


Barracks, and the Sufficieney of their Appettinenties z 
foraſmuch as ſuch Officers cannot be * to indent 


for more or better Effects than they actually receive. 


| Hereupon the Company diſperſed, and I thought 

the Converſation of ſuch a Tendency as the Public 

had a Right to partake. GM... 
However I ſhould be greatly concerned to hay 


happened in private Diſcourſe, and more 5 2 
n rivate Diſcourſe, more particu 
of having Wert the Diſpleaſure of e 
the Houſe of Commons on the honeſt Farmer. 
Wherefore I take this Opportunity to affure him, 
that if any Damage happens, it is much beſide my 
Intention; that I have a very ſingular Affection for 
his Perſon, and an Eſteem at leaſt equal to the utmoſt 
CERT WOT 379 - 
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PREESENT, 


Lord Chancellor, r 
Lord Chief Juftice Pyne. | 
Lord Chief-Juſtice Doyne. 2 
Lord Chief Baron Donnelan. 8 
Mr. Attorney General. 
Earl Mount Alexander. _ 2 
Sir William Robinſon. | 
Brigadier Fairfax. 
Adjutant General. 
Muſter Maſter General. 
Lieutenant General Erle. 
+ Major General Langſton. 

Brig adier Echlin. 

oh . — Maſter General. 

'*_ Surveyor General. 


A SCHEME 
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A SCHEME of Annie Charge, 


for Accommodating Her Majeſty's 
Army in Ireland, quartered in rape 
RACKS 3 and for a Wt Suppl 
Repairs, Bedding and Utenfals, 2 
for 34 Troops of Horſe or Dra« 
goons, and 155 Companies of Foot, 
conſiſting of the N 7 
7 2 


Viz . 5 f 


; EY 
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In a Troop! of HORSE, 


One Captain. Tuo Corporals 
One Lieutenant | One 2 157 
One Corner. 36 Horſe \ 


One Quarter Maſter, | 
In a Troop of PRAGOONS, 


One Captain, One Sergeant, * 
One Lieutenant. TO f 
One Cornet. One Hautboy. 


One Quarter Maſter. 36 Dragoons. 17 
In a Company of FOO T. 


One Captain. Two Sergeants. 
One Lieutenant. Three Co 
One Enſign, Two Drummers. . 


Fifty e Soldiers. 


Fire 


ti 


ED, r ——— ——— 
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Fire and Candles for 34 Troogs and 
2355 Companies Be 


Rant Re ir, as ber Agreement. ü 

Straw fer Soldiers Bed 
out Times a Near 7 360 
— 25 Barrack- Maſters at 500 


tingencies thereon de er t 
Charge of the Barrack; Dies. 
To ni Th g. General. 


180 
315 


Beds, 3 and Utenſils. 


g of keeping the Barracks i in con- $265 


1 
Waſhing empty Baracke, and Con- 2 250 


Charge for continual Supply of Irons, — ES 


o 0 0 


4 2 


. 
* 


N 
* 


0 — © . . 


.* * 
— 3 3 [4 - A 2 . 
* 5 : * g 
0 * 
* of we * 
8 


